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DISORDERS OF THE MENSTRUAL FUNCTIONS, 
ALTHOUGH in many women we find the 


which the discharge has never appeared, 
and this is called emansio, retention, or ob- 
struction. In other cases the flow becomes 
interrupted after it has been continued for 
several months, or it may be years, and this 
we designate suppression. In the first 
place, then, the menstrual action has never 
been established, whilst in the second, there 
is a stoppage afler it has been regularly 
set up. 

Emansio Mensium.—The causes producing 
this disorder are two-fold; they may arise 
from imperfect organisation, or they may be 
the effect of constitutional causes. I shall 
hastily pass over the former, as they are not 
of common occurrence, The genital organs, 
I have just stated, may be but imperfectly 
developed ; thus, the uterus, with its appen- 
dages, the ovaries, may be of very diminu- 
tive size, and to these defects the pon- 
appearance of the menstrual flow may be 
attributed. Certain appearances, connected 
with the female herself, will enable us to 
judge with a tolerable degree of accuracy 


fanction of the uterus proceeding with great | of this condition of the parts, for in these 
order and regularity throughout the men-| individuals the usual changes, marking the 
strual period of their existence, yet inothers | period of puberty, do not occur either in the 
(and these by no means a few) you will | uterus, external organs of generation, or in 
observe great deviations from its natural | the mammee ; there are no sexual appetites ; 


and healthy action, For example, there 
may be an entire absence of the flow consti- 
tuting the disorder amenorrhea, or there 


the female, at the age of 20, or even 30 
years, appearing, when compared with 
others of equal age, to be a mere child. 


may be excess in the quantity effused,| Emansio mensium, arising from this cause, 
menorhagia ; or thirdly, the secretion, though | is, of course, irremediable. Again, the cata- 
regularly performed as to time, may, never-| menia may fail in making their appearance in 


theless, be attended with pain and difficulty, 

dysmenorrhea, These three varieties of dis- 
ordered menstruation it will be necessary | 
for us to examine in detail, when we shall 

find that, with probably the exception of 
the last (dysmenorrhea), they are seldom 
idiopathic, but commonly depend upon 
some morbid condition of the general system, 
and, consequently, unless this be attended 
to, all your endeavours to rectify the cata- 
menial flow will prove unavailing. 


Mensium, Obstruc- 
tion, Retention, Suppression, Chlorosis. 
The term amenorrhea is generic, and 


comprehends two distinct orders of dis- 
ordered 
No, 850, 


; first, those cases in| being 


consequence of another defect, viz., obstruc- 
tion of the orifice of the vagina, or of the 
os uteri itself. It is not common for the 
uterus to be closed, but the vaginal orifice 
may be; the hymen (that membrane, previ- 
ously described as passing across the vagina, 
and usually perforated by a central opening) 
beiug completely imperforate, so that the 
fluid secreted by the inner membrane of the 
womb is prevented from escaping, and is, 
consequently, detained in its cavity. Some 
obscurity will arise, unless the case be 
thoroughly investigated, as the symptoms 
may be confounded with those of pregnancy. 
No inconvenience will be experienced until 
the age of puberty, the uterine function not 
previously ; at this time, 
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however, pains are felt in the breasts, loins, 
and lower part of the abdomen, which re- 
turn periodically. If the girl be of spare 
habit, the fluid will be secreted in small 
quantities, and therefore the defect may 
remain undiscovered for many months, or 

haps years. Even in a strong, healthy 

ale, the quantity is so small that no in- 
convenience will be felt at first, and the 
practitioner will not, in all probability, be 
consulted before she begins to suffer from 
distention. 

At length the uterus increases in size, 
and the accumulated fluid pressing down 
behind the hymen, protrudes the vagina, 
upon which small specks of ulceration are 
occasionally discernible. The enlarged 
womb may also be stimulated to contraction; 
and if you make your first examination at 
this period, you might probably not only 
consider your patient to be pregnant, but 
actually in labour; the protruded and tense 
state of the hymen conveying the same sen- 
sation to the touch as the bag containing the 
foetus and liquor amnii. If the finger be 
retained until the uterine action has sub- 
sided, the mistake will be at once rectified, 
for you will find, on endeavouring to pass the 
finger onward, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the condition of the os uteri, that its 
progress will be resisted, or rather, alto- 
gether obstructed, the vaginal canal being 
completely shut up by the imperforate 

ymen. 

This state of parts is easily remedied by 
incision, andfor this purpose a scalpel is 
the best instrument ; far superior to the tro- 
car recommended by some, as the intention 
of the operation is not simply the removal of 
the fluid, but also to afford space for sexual 
intercourse. The patient should be placed 
upon the back, on a table of convenient 
height, in a position similarto that in which 
surgeons place their patients before perform- 
ing the operation of lithotomy ; we are di- 
rected to pass the knife through the mem- 
brane first in a longitudinal direction, and 
afterwards transversely, so as to form a 
crucial incision, and then to make a number 
of little cuts in the divided edges. I do not 
think, however, it is necessary to do more 
than make a free longitudinal incision ; for 
in a case I lately attended with Mr. Dann, 
of the Strand, in which the orifice of the 
vagina was closed up, the woman being in 
hard labour, I made but one incision in the 
longitudinal direction, after which the parts 
dilated sufficiently to allow the child to es- 
cape without difficulty. After the opening 
has been completed, pressure is to be made 
through the abdominal parietes with a tole- 
rable degree of force, that the uterus may he 
thoroughly emptied of its contents, and the 
operation is finished by the injection of tepid 
infusion of chamomile into the womb. The 


fluid evacuated has usually the consistence 
of thick cream ; the longer it has been de- 


tained the more dense it becomes. It is to 
be borne in mind, that this fluid never coa- 
gulates, and seldom acquires an offensive 
smell, Great attention should be paid, 
during the healing process, to prevent the 
parts uniting by adhesion, and this is readily 
effected by the introduction of pledgets or 
tents of sufficient size. 

Should the os uteri be closed, I imagine a 
somewhat similar operation would be re- 
quired, I never saw a case of occlusion of 
this part but once, and that was at the time 
of labour ; the womb ruptured, and the un- 
fortunate woman lost her life. A curious 
case of retention came under my notice 
some years ago; the lady was about 32 
years of age, was married, but had never 
menstruated, She had the usual sexual 
appetite in rather a lively degree. I exa- 
mined the organs of ration very care- 
fully, both internal and external, and they 
appeared to be fully, nay, rather largely, 
developed. I had great difficulty in making 
up my mind as to the precise nature of this 
case; the fully-developed condition of the 
generative organs, and the presence of sex- 
ual desire, prove the existence of the ovaries, 
the opposite condition being the well-known 
effect of ovarian defection, I may, also, 
further observe, that the tone of voice in 
this individual was masculine, and her fea- 
tures coarse, and she had little hairs sprout- 
ing out from her upper lip, somewhat 
resembling the beard of a male. 

I observe, however, once more, that or- 
ganic defects in the genital organs are very 
rarely met with. Imperfect menstruation is 
usually the result of other causes, to which 
we must now direct our attention. 

The most common condition of system in 
those who are the subjects of emansio men- 
sium, is that which is designated chlorotic. 
This word is derived fromthe Greek y\wpog 
viridis, and it is applied more particularly 
to those cases where, from a deficiency of 
red blood circulating through the vessels, 
the skin becomes pallid, and assumes a 
yellowish-green tint, and hence its popular 
appellation, the “ green sickness.” These 
patients complain of weariness and languor ; 
there is disinclination to move about; a 
slight degree of muscular motion producing 
symptoms of great debility and exhaustion ; 
the pulse is small, irritable, and frequent; 
the tongue pale; pains are experienced in 
various parts of the body, more especially 
in the head, chest, or scrobiculus cordis. 

The secretions are almost universally at 
fault, the appetite bad, and the bowels con- 
stipated ; palpitation of the heart, difficulty 
of breathing, and a teasing cough, are pro- 
duced upon slight exertion ; the countenance 
exhibits most strongly a deficiency in the 
red particles of the blood, the cheeks be- 
coming sallow and the lips pale; swelling 
of the lower limbs, especially towards 
evening, is also a very common symptom, 


THE TREATMENT OF CHLOROSIS. 


In many cases there is cough, a somewhat 
difficult breathing, and occasional nightly 
perspirations, and hence mistakes have been 
committed ; the female has been supposed to 
be labouring under, and erroneously treated 
for, pulmonary disease. A little;considera- 
tion will, however, enable us to discover the 
true naturelof the disorder, for although the 
symptoms just enumerated, to a certain ex- 
tent, resemble incipient pthysis, yet we 
know that they may be produced altogether, 
in consequence of a defective supply of the 
circulating fluid, and these causes may be 
readily distinguished from each other. In 
chlorosis, a full inspiration gives no pain; 
exposure to a cold atmosphere excites no 
disposition to cough; there is little or no 
expectoraticn; the bowels are constipated ; 
there is no inclination to take food; and the 
spirits are unusually depressed. In these 
chlorosis differs inaterially from 

cipient pthysis; and I might add, as 
another distinguishing character of the for- 
mer complaint, that hysterical symptoms 
are generally present. The distinction be- 
tween these two diseases is highly im- 
portant, as the treatment required for the 
one would be productive of serious mischief 
if employed in the other. 

A eeute may not menstruate at the usual 
age of fifteen or sixteen years, and yet there 
sball be nothing radically wrong in her con- 
stitution. Some women do not arrive at 
puberty so soon as others, and suffer no in- 
convenience on that account. It must not, 
therefore, be hastily inferred that, because 
the secretion does not appear, there must of 
necessity be some defect, either of the system 
generally, or of the generative organs par- 
ticularl 


Treatment of Chlorosis.—Upon a careful 
consideration of the symptoms just described 
to you, it will be evident that the non- 
appearance of the menstrual discharge is not 
the disease, but a mere effect, in common 
with many others, of an impoverished con- 


dition of the system. The indication then 
to be fulfilled is not to force the evacuation, 
but to mend the constitution, which is in too 
languid a condition to support its usual 
functions, and cannot therefore be expected 
to take ona new action. The bowels should 
be thoroughly emptied in the first place, and 
their regular action afterwards secured by 
the use of occasional laxatives; but be care- 
ful not to use the saline, or indeed any other 
active purgatives. A sufficient quantity of 
pil. rhei compos. will answer your purpose 
exceedingly well, and, from the mildness of 
its operation, will not increase the symptoms 
of debility already present. By some it has 
been considered preferable to commence the 
remedial plan by the employment of an 
emetic: to this, as a general rule, I have a 
decided objection, believing it to be unne- 
cessary. In some cases it may, however, 
prove serviceable; in those; for instance, 
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where there is constant nausea, with fre- 
quent disposition to vomit, and nothing 
ejected; here you may prescribe sulphi. of 
zine grs. xxv, tepid water 3j. The prepara- 
tions of antimony or ipecacuanha are not so 
serviceable, in consequence of the depress- 
ing effects upon the system which they in- 
variably produce. 

The most powerful tonic remedies will 
next be required : amongst which the dif- 
ferent preparations of iron have long been 
held in deserved repute. The form in which 
this remedy is administered may be varied 
according to the patient’s inclination, some 
preferring a liquid, such as eomp. mixture 
of iron, tincture ef muriate of iron, acetate 
of iron. This latter is the most agreeable 
of the liquid preparations. Again, you may 
give it in powder, sesquioxyd of iron; 
or in pill, compound iron pill. In the 
dispensary to which I am attached, I 
have, what I term, my pilule ferri ready 
prepared; they consist of the sulphate 
of iron, made into the proper con- 
sistence, with extract of gentian, each pill 
containing one grain of the sulphate, and of 
these the patient may take one thrice or four 
times a day, where this remedy is indicated, 
This is a very efficient form of administering 
iron, and in dispensary practice it has this 
further advantage, that it is a very econo- 
mical one. 

The vegetable bitters sometimes are of 
great service, and where iron disagrees with 
the stomach, some one or other of these 
shonld be tried : either cascarilla, calumba, 
ciuchona, or gentian. The combination of 
sulphate of quinine, with large doses of 
capsicum, made into a pilular mass of pro- 
per consistence with the extract of gentian, 
forms a most valuable tonic. The medicine 
appears to excite a more lively and healthy 
action in the lining membrane of the stomach, 
producing a better secretion of gastric fluid, 
and thus materially aiding the process of 
digestion: it should therefore be given thrice 
in the day, about an hour before meals. A 
small dose of mercury, not more thana single 
grain of blue pill, given every night, will 
assist the cure, by improving the state of 
the secretions generally. The effect pro- 
duced by the mercury must be narrowly 
watched, as you must immediately discon- 
tinue it should the irritability of the system 
be increased by its use. 

Some discretion is required with regard 
to exercise. It is popularly believed that 
strong muscular efforts are of peculiar ser- 
vice ; but this is by no means the case: it is 
useless, nay, it is decidedly cruel, to enforce 
active exertions before the constitution has 
in some degree recovered its tone, and when 
that has been effected, the female will lose 
the disinclination to move about, and will 
take as much exercise as necessary. My 
general advice to my patients is, that no exer- 
tion should be taken 3 induces fatigue. 
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The regimen should correspond with the it will be right to assist her by means of the 
remedial plan; a generous diet is required, hip-bath ; but do not, I beseech you, so far 
care being at the same time taken that food forget rational principle as to have recourse 
be taken in small quantities at atime, so as_ to that empirical practice, the employment 
to prevent the stomach becoming uneasy by of stimulating and forcing remedies, called 
distention. A certain portion of stimulating | emenagogues. 
drioks must also be allowed: either wine, If the view I have taken of the nature of 
ale, or Dublin stout, the latter in most cases, the complaint be correct, the absence of 
to be preferred: benefit will be derived from | menstruation is to be considered as a symp- 
this fluid being taken not with the meal, but} tomatic affection, and not the original dis- 
an hour or two afterwards. Ifthe nights be | ease, the fault resting with the system at 
sleepless, an anodyne, composed of tinct.| large; and, indeed, we may consider it to 
of hyoscyamus, with syrup of poppies, will| be a merciful provision of nature, that in 
prove serviceable: opium should not be em-! such an impoverished condition of the sys- 
ployed, as it has atendency to interfere with tem this drain should not be established: 
the secretions necessary for the perfection of | When recovery of the general health takes 
the digestive process. In by far the larger) place, the uterus will perform iis proper 
number of cases anodynes are not required ; | function in common with the other organs of 
the symptoms are those of heaviness and | the body. 
torpor, rather than those of watchfulness, From the natural diffidence and modesty of 
and indisposition to sleep. There is occa-| the female sex, the medical man is seldom ap- 
sionally a very irritable condition of the in-, plied to sufficiently early, and the opportu- 
testinal canal; the bowels, instead of being | nity thus afforded has been eagerly seized 
constipated, are relaxed, and it will be ne-| hold of by quacks and charlatans, who, by 
cessary early to correct this state, as the | their bold and impudent assertions, and their 
general debility wil! be greatly increased | unprincipled and flagrant violations of truth, 
by its continuance. You can give nothing | have succeeded but too well in their attempts 
better for this purpose than tartar. of potass | to deceive ; and the poor, unfortunate, chlo- 
and sod, syrup of poppies, each 5j, pep-|rotic, by her easy credulity, has exposed 
permint water, 3x. This draught may be! herself to months of suffering, from which 
repeated every three or four hours, and|she might have been relieved by proper 
at night five grains of mercury with | medical advice, 
chalk, with five or eight of the com- In conclusion, I would observe to you 
pound ipecacuanha powder. Should there | that there are nocases which more strikingly 
be much acidity of the stomach, ten or|evince the superiority of correct treatment 
fifteen grains of the sesqui-carbonate of soda than those of chlorosis. A patient applies 
may be added to each draught. With re-| for relief in a debilitated and emaciated 
spect to diet in these cases, it is scarcely | condition, a trouble to herself and all around 
necessary to observe, that those articles|her; probably half starved, and nearly 
should be selected which have the least ten- | poisoned by digitalis, under the supposition 
dency to undergo the acetous fermentation ; | of commencing phthysis. By tonic medicines 
the use of vegetables, and every kind of | anda generous diet the system becomes invi- 
fermented liquor, should be interdicted ; the | gorated,and the distressing symptoms vanish. 
best drink is soda-water, with an excess of | Many cases of this kind have come under 
alkali, and the occasional addition of two | my own immediate observation. 
teaspoonfuls of brandy. A flannel dress 
greatly contributes to the comfort of the 
patient, as she usually feels cold, it tends, CASES AND OBSERVATIONS 
also, to encourage the cutaneous circulation. 
The tepid sea-water bath, followed by friction ON 
with flannels, and, in short, every thing ANURIA APYRETICA 
which rouses the system from its atonic : 
and torpid condition, may be advantageously | By Patrick Camppett, A.M., Surgeon. 
had recourse to. The cure of this malady, 
although in many instances protracted, is,| Tne recent researchs of pathologists have 
nevertheless, in general certain. done much to elucidate the nature and treat- 

When the remedies are successful more| ment of urinary affections. In glancing 
blood will be formed, and the effects soon | over the cases reported by Dr. Bright in his 
manifest themselves; the countenance no| very elegant volume, as also the reports of 
longer presents a pale, sickly appearance ; | more recent authors, it appears that in cases 
the lips lose the peculiar tinge previously | of granular degeneration of the kidneys, 
existing, and become florid; the eye bright-| total suppression of urine but seldom oc- 
ens; the dyspnoea and cough are relieved.| curs, Various states of the system mate- 
If at this time nature appears to be making | rially affect the urinary secretion, both in 
an attempt to bring on the discharge, and | health and during disease. Respiratory ex- 
this will be indicated by uneasiness and! halation, cutaneous transpiration, and intes- 
weight in the loins and region of the womb, | tinal exhalations, invariably influence the 


ANURIA APYRETICA. 


functions of the kidneys; copious discharges 

one or more of these surfaces diminish 
the quantity of urine, while the opposite 
states never fail to increase it in due propor- 
tion. We find, also, that in certain states 
of fever, small-pox, inflammatory affections, 
particularly abdominal, and after severe 
surgical operations, the urinary secretion is 
often very much diminished, without any 
apparent means of elimitating from the 
system, the effete matter contained in the 
urice. Injury of the spine in the region of | 
the kidneys is often followed by para- 
piegia, retention of urine, with more or less 
ebrile excitement ; and, while the patient is 
in other respects doing well, the secreting 
functions of the kidneys may become for a 
time suspended, but will retarn, as the cure 
proceeds to a favourable termination, Oc- 
casionally itmay happen, that such injaries 
cause so very little disturbance at the time 
as to be entirely overlooked ; but after an 
infinite period the patient is gradually seized 
with paraplegia, followed by gangrene of 
tbe nates, and retention of urine; but the 
secretion becomes gradually diminished 
and finally suppressed, when fatal coma 
terminates a state of existence deplorable 
in the extreme. The peculiar suppression 


of urine, so frequent in cases of malignant 
cholera, is well known to all who were 
called to attend on that singular and fatal 
disease, 

But, independent of acute disease, or any 


very evident general derangement of the sys- 
tem, the kidneys are susceptible of certain 
morbid affections, whereby their secreting 
office is not only diminished, but completely 
suspended, This morbid state constitutes 
that affection, sa well described by Dr. 
Willis, under the term of anuria, or anuria 


apyretica, which has been said by him and 
others to terminate in coma in four or five 
days, and in death in afew days more, with | 
or without convulsions, but with evident | 
symptoms of apoplexy. A few such cases_ 
have come under my observation in which 
the fatal termination occurred much sooner ; | 
and a short notice of these I take the liberty 
to submit to you for insertion in your excel- 
lent and widely circulated Journal. | 
Case 1, June 9, 1812, 10, a.w.—While 
practising in the country, I was requested to 
visit a man residing at some miles distance, 
and said to be labouring under retention of 
urine, On reaching his abode he was walk- | 
ing about, out of doors, attending his cattle, 
as if nothing had been the matter with him. 
He was @ stout made man, rather under the 
middle size and corpulent, apparently some- 
what above sixty years of age, by employ- 
ment a working farmer, but in comfortable 
circpmstances; said that he had made no | 
water for nearly twenty-four hours,—that | 
he felt often adesire, and had made several | 
attempts, but could not pass a single drop. | 
He complains of no pain, and said that in | 
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every other respect he was very well. Sup- 
posing his case merely paralysis of the blad- 
der, I introduced a catheter, and was sur- 
prised to find that I could not obtain one 
drop of urine. For such an event I was not 
prepared ; the case was quite new to me. 
On being more closely questioned, he ad- 
mitted that he felt a sort of languor and 
fatigue about the small of his back and 
around his loins, as if he had been ata 
hard day’s work. Had taken breakfast as 
usual, but since felt sick and a fulness in 
his stomach, but had not vomited anything. 
Head not pained, but a little confused and 
giddy, as if after taking spirits; tongue 
moist and slimy, a little loaded with a 
saltish taste in his mouth; pulse 64, fall 
and soft; belly rather confined, with paucity 
of urine for several days, but thought the 
warw weather and free perspiration sufficient 
to account for that circumstance ; face pale 
and unanimated, with a general wavering in 
his manner, as if he had been at a loss 
for words to express his ideas, He was 
ordered small doses of compound jalap 
powder every two hours till the bowels 
were freely moved, in expectation that 
the kidneys would, at the same time, re- 
sume their function; it was otherwise ; 
the bowels were moved thrice towards 
evening, and he passed a good deal of 
hardened feces, but no urine. About bed- 
time he became comatose, succeeded with 
occasional convulsive twitches, and died 
about eight o’clock the following forenoon. 
No post-mortem examination was allowed, 
The result of this case puzzled me a good 
deal at the time, and, perhaps,’ directed my 
attention afterwards, more particularly to 
urinary affections, than it might otherwise 
have been. The patient was a very regular, 
sober, healthy man, and had not been ex- 
posed to any unusual cold or fatigue. In 
the course of my limited reading, the best 
account of the disease I found in Dr. Parr’s 
Medical Dictionary; but his account of it 
appeared to me to be too favourable, and 
the two cases he mentions are stated in such 
a genera! manner, as to afford but little satis- 
faction. The successful and well reported 
case of Dr. Laing, in the tenth volume of the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, 1 
afterward perused with much interest, as 


;also the very learned paper of Dr, Aber- 


crombie, in the seventeenth volume of the 
same journal ; but the first case I happened 
to see, offering the most striking resem- 
blance to my own, is the one quoted from 
the reports of Sir Henry Halford, by the 
late Dr. Mason Good in his Study of Medi- 
cine; both seem to be cases of true anuria 
apyretica, and certainly of rare occurrence ; 
while the disease, in its complicated states, 
may not be so very uncommon as had been 
supposed, 

Cast 2.—T. W., about 67 years of age, 
rather above the middle size, of a full, 
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flabby habit of body, and living as a gentle- 
man retired from regular business. About 
the first of March, 1830, found him com- 
plaining of pain in his back and loins, re- 
sembling rheumatism, to which he said he 
had been long more or less liable, with a 
dull heavy sensation rather than pain in the 
region of the bladder; urine scanty and 
high coloured, particularly after any unu- 
sual exertion, and occasionally considerable 
pain on passing it. Had been long subject 
to piles, with almost constant uneasy feeling, 
and a mucous discharge from the anus ; 
bowels inclined to be irregular; toegue 
pretty clean; pulse 68, full and soft; skin 
and general appearance natural. 

On expressing my apprehension that there 
might be stone in the bladder, he seemed 
very unwilling to entertain that opinion, and 
refused to allow me to sound him; at the 
same time he informed me that about ten 
years before, while, on a long journey, tra- 
velling in a carriage, he had been confined 
at ao inn eight or ten days ; that the surgeon 
who attended him on that occasion had 
sounded him, but found no stone, and that 
the operation gave him so much pain, that 
he was very unwilling to submit to it again, 
unless from urgent necessity. 

The weather being very cold and stormy, 
he was recommended to keep within doors, 
to use gentle laxatives, mild diaphoretics 
with stimulants, and to take the warm hip- 
bath every alternate night. For about a 
week he got on very well; every uneasy 
feeling had abated, and he was very anxious 
to get outagain; but knowing he had nothing 
very pressing tocall him abroad, I advised 
him to remain at home till the first good day. 
However, the very next forenoon, viz., 
March 6th, I was much surprised to meet 
my patient, walking on foot, under a cold, 
heavy raiv, toattend to some trifling busi- 
ness, at the distance of a mile and a half 
from his own house. It was in vain to re- 
monstrate ; he soon told bis own tale; that 
he was quite well; that the medical ofticer 
attached to a public institution with which 
he was connected, and with whom he had 
been in the habit of consulting, had called 
on him soon after my own visit, and that he 
had sounded him, and assured him there was 
no stone in his bladder. He went on, but 
his pale inanimate visage, his languid, un- 
steady gait, plainly indicated that he was 
striving to bear up under the pressure of 
some very serious disease. 

The same evening, about six o'clock, I 
was again requested to attend him, and 
found bim in a state of great anxiety and 
dread of his situation. Soon after his re- 
turn home he was seized with rigors, dis- 
tressing nausea, and vomiting, with frequent 
calls to make water, but had not passed a 
single drop since he had been sounded the 
night before; complained also of tenseness 
and pain in his anus, which he thought to 


be occasioned by the introduction of the 
surgeon’s finger, as that gave him much pain 
at the time. On introducing a common sized 
silver catheter, the bladder was found to be 
completely empty of urine, but a calculus, 
of apparent large size, could easily be de- 
tected. 

A hip-bath was ordered to be prepared, 
and an anodyne evema was iustantly ad- 
ministered. While these means were em- 
ployed, the partner of the gentleman, who 
saw him the night before, was also in at- 
tendance; but notwithstanding our united 
efforis our patient, by ten o’clock, was com- 
pletely insensible, and could with difficulty 
be aroused, The coma was soon profound, 
and with prolonged heavy labial breathing, 
but no convulsions; he died about nine 
o’clock the following forenoon, within 
twenty-four hours of the time he went out 
of doors, and about thirty-six hours from 
the time the arinary secretion appeared to 
have been totally suspended. 

Thirty hours after death we found the 
bladder empty of urine ; its coats thickened, 
and contracted on a flat round calculus, 
about four ounces in weight; and in appear- 
ance very like an unopened oyster-shell. 
The prostate gland was a little enlarged, 
and behind it a sort of cyst or pouch, 
whence the calculus appeared to have been 
recently dislodged. The mucous membrane 
of the bladder, with the contiguous portion 
of the peritoneum, exhibited evident marks 
of recent infammation ; but both ureters and 
kidneys appeared healthy, and contained 
neither urine nor calculi, The head and 
thorax were not examined, 

This gentleman had never been troubled 
with gout; slight occasional dyspeptic af- 
fections, with irregularity of his bowels, 
were his principal complaints. He certainly 
suffered very little from the presence of the 
calculus, except at the time mentioned, al- 
though it might have been formed long 
before that period, andif it had not been dis- 
turbed, might still have remained compara- 
tively quiescent. The irritation, occasioned 
by the operation of sounding, which ap- 
peared to have displaced the calculus from 
the cyst, aggravated by his imprudent expo- 
sure to cold and damp, is likely to have ex- 
cited asubacute inflammatory action ia the 
bladder, extending by sympathy to the kid- 
neys, with very little febrile excitement, 
The pulse varied from 62 to 74. After pro- 
found coma occurred, the body continued 
drenched with perspiration, which emitted 
a sickly, heavy odour; but not that distinct 
urinous foetor I had formerly perceived in 
cases of ruptared bladder. 

Case 3.—August 4, 1835, 5} p.m.—Was 
requested in haste to visit the Rev. Dr. M. 
Found him lying on his back in bed, and 
complaining of great pain in his belly, dart- 
ing through to his back, and very much 
dejected in his appearance. Abdomen felt 


=e = 


to 
gi 
de 
wi 
P. 
in 
th 
pa 
for 
th 
so 
be 
je 
Al 
sw 
he 
so) 
fre 
lig 
Bi 
an 
he 
lai 
sp 
du 


ANURIA APYRETICA, 431 


natural, and no of it pained on -|pass urine, but that he had voided none 
sure ; flabby, broad, he went to bed; 


little loaded in the middle; feet had been 


kept warm with bottles of hot water, but | 


the hands were cold and clammy, and the 
pulse at the wrists almost imperceptible, 


that after any unusual fatigue, even preach 
ing, he was observed to pass very little 
urine for a considerable time past, and 
‘that it was very high coloured; at these 
times he was also more drowsy than usual, 


while in the temples and carotids pulsation 
was perfectly natural. Had been living in’ and did not engage in his study with his 
the country some time, when he bad two wonted energy. I now learned the true 
attacks of colic, and came home, a distance nature of the disease I had to contend with, 
of forty miles, on the top of the coach. and felt anxious to have taken blood, but 
Since then his bowels were disordered, and , requested an immediate consultation, and 


he had been passing slimy motions with 
tenesmus. 

Yesterday took a dose of castor oil, which 
operated four times, Felt rather better in 
the morning, but after breakfast, not feeling 
inclined to sit down to his usual study, went 
out to make some calls. 
about three o’clock, he ate a light dinner, 
and immediately after felt chill, became 
sick, and vomited what he had taken; the 
pain at the same time commenced. 

An enema of gruel and castor oil was 
instantly administered, but it came away in 
a few minutes with flatus, but no feces. A 
large piece of flannel, wrung out of hot 
water and dipped in oil of turpentine, was 
then applied around the back and belly. 
Another enema, consisting of tinct. of opium 
3j., ‘tinct. of assafcetida Sji., in gruel, was 
again injected. The enema was io part re- 
tained, but in a short time the reverend 
gentleman told me, in a jocular manner, 
that the cloth had begun to fit him, and that 
he felt the pain a great deal easier, At this 
time I dreaded an attack of ilens, felt 
anxious to procure a free digestion ; and, as 
the vomiting had very much abated, he 
took another dose of castor oil, which I was 
glad to find him retain, Ashe felt a ten- 
dency to chilliness, the warm applications 
were kept carefully applied. At seven 
P.M., when I first left the house, the heat 
in the hands had returned, and the pulse at 
the wrists was 74, soft and equal. 

An hour after, he informed me that the 
pain was nearly gone, that he felt very com- 
fortable, and much inclined to sleep ; but 
the pulse had risen to 82, and was full and 
soft. On proposing to see him again before 
bedtime, both he and Mrs. M. at first ob- 
jected, as being unnecessary, he felt so well, 
At half-past ten, I found him in a profuse 
sweat; the pulse much the same, and the 
heat of the body natural; but there was 
something in his appearance I disliked 
—he seemed more in a state of stupor 
from the effect of a narcotic, or spirituous 
liquor, than in a composed natural sleep, 
Being aroused, he seemed perfectly sensible, 
and took a draught of toast-water, which 
he said was very refreshing ; but, on being 
laid down, instantly relapsed into coma. 
On questioning Mrs, M. more strictly re- 
specting his state, she informed me that, 
during my absence, he had made attempts to 


On coming home, | 


| that the members of his family should be 
_ informed of his state. Being called away 
| to visit another patient, I ordered a turpen- 
\tine enema to be administered, with the 
, hope to assist the operation of the draught, 
' and also to keep him aroused. 

On my return, within the space of three 
| quarters of an hour, I found him in a state 
|of profound coma, speechless, and, to all 
appearance, insensible of surrounding ob- 
jects; pupils dilated and sluggish on the 
approach of light. An eminent physician 
atthe same time arrived, but, after minute 
investigation, declined to prescribe any 
remedy. The enema being retained, another 
was administered about half-past one in the 
morning ; I also introdaced a catheter at 
the same time, to satisfy his anxious rela- 
tives; but, as | had predicted, the bladder 
was completely empty. As the morning 
advanced, the breathiog became more rapid, 
but with little stertour; the lips required 
to be frequently wiped te remove the foam ; 
the pupils became more contracted; the 
natural heat abated in the extremities, and 
the pulse in the wrists became feeble and 
intermittent ; but there was no symptom of 
palsy. The whole body continued drenched 
ina cold sweat, but without the distinct 
urinous odour, with occasional slight con- 
vulsive twitches, till mid-day, when he 
died, 

The body was not allowed to be examined. 

This reverend gentleman had been long 
troubled with dyspepsia, but I never knew 
him to be liable to gout, rheumatism, or any 
calculous affection. He was a laborious 
and profound scholar, much engaged on 
literary subjects, besides his pastoral 
duties ; but, occasionally, took a good deal 
of exercise in the open air, and I may add, 
that his habits were regular, rather abste- 
mious. 

A minute investigation, had it been per- 
mitted, might have discovered different 
morbid lesions to have accounted for the 
invasion of the disease in cach of these 
three individuals, but the fatal termination 
was the same in all of them; profo' 
coma, laborious, labia!, occasional irregular 
respiration, with viscid frothy saliva, but 
without any symptom of palsy or dropsical 
effusion. Whether, therefore, we trace the 
origin of the disease to the solids or fluids, 
whether, from a paralytic state of the kid- 


| 
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neys, their secreting functions become sus-| Sunday, May 13, 1838. Was requested to 
pended, and the effete matter retained in | visit her, on calling 1 found her far advanced 
the system; or whether, on the urine being | in pregnancy, according to her own calcu- 
secreted, but obstructed in its course to the lation she wanted three weeks of the full 
bladder, and quently reabsorbed into| period, and in a high degree of fever ; 


the circulation, the impure blood seems to flushed face; headache; and severe pain 
act asa morbid poison on the brain, suffi-| across the small of back ; pulse quick ; 
ciently powerful to occasion death, indepen- tongue white, and much thirst; bowels 
dent of effusion. It is well observed by confined, These symptoms were ushered 
Dr. Copland, in his excellent Dictionary of in on the previous day with rigors. 


Pract. Med., p. 582, “The urinary, of all Castor oil, 1 oz. ; daily. 
the secretions, is the least frequently sup-| To-day, Monday, 14. Was called this 
ssed ; the consequences of such a state morning, at four o’clock, in great haste, as 
ing, if not soon removed, the most dan- she had got much worse; on my arrival 
gerous or rapidly fatal. Whilst this excre- she had given birth to, apparently, a fine 
tion is very much influenced by the quantity | healthy male child, though small, The 
and nature of the ingesta, and by the tem-| placenta remained firmly attached to the 
perature and humidity of the air, it is, also, uterus for upwards of an hour, and, as there 
variously altered by disorders of digestion, were no appearances of any uterine action 
sanguifaction, and circulation; but, more, coming on, halfa drachm of ergot of rye 
particularly, by the conditions of the blood | was administered, which in a short time 
itself, by the changes in the nervous influ-| produced expulsion of the secundines. 
ence, and by injaries to the spinal cord., Throughout the whole course of the day 
On the other band, interruptions of the the febrile symptoms were greatly abated, 
urinary discharge affect the quantity and| Tuesday, 15. A rash has made its appear- 
quality of the circulating fluid, disorder the | ance throughout the body, but more parti- 
mervous systems, ultimately increase the | cularly over the face, arms, feet, and legs ; 
exhalations of the other secretions, and eyes are a little tender; no lochial dis- 


change the constitution of the soft solids.” 

It unfortunately happens that, in cases of 
anuria, as in many other instances, the ap- 
proach is so very insidious and masked, 
that the disease is not even suspected till it 
be fully formed, and the proper period for 
active treatment past. Prompt and free 
bleeding, both generally and locally ; the 
warm bath with friction; stimulating ex- 
ternal applications ; dimuluent, rather than 
irritating, diuretics, with purgatives cal- 
culated to produce watery digestions, seem 
to be the most likely means to combat this 
obscure but fatal malady. 


CONFLUENT SMALL-POX 
AFTER 
VACCINATION IN INFANCY, 
OCCURING DURING PREGNANCY ; 
LABOUR PRODUCED, 
Followed by Gangrene of the Genital Organs, 
and terminating ina 


RECTO-VAGINAL FISTULA. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str:—I beg to forward the following 
important case for insertion in your valuable 
periodical. I am, Sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, Marrnew H. Gipson, Surgeon. 

Sussex-place, Adelphi-street, Glasgow, 

November, 1839, 


M. Nelson, aged 28 years, a laundress- 
maid, unmarried, and of a strong, robust 
constitution ; first confiuement. 


charge ; no pain in belly. 

Wednesday, 16. Eruption more distinct, 
and assuming the appearance of small-pox ; 
‘tongue brown and dry ; bowels are open, 

Antimonial wine, 1 drachm ; 

Solution of the acet. of ammonia, 2 02. 5 

Water, 6 ounces; an ounce and a half 
every third hour ; 

A blue pill every night. 

Saturday, 19, and fifth day of the erup- 
tion. Since last report has continued very 
favourable, though wandering occasionally ; 
| the head has been kept cool, and bowels 
,open. To-day, decidedly worse ; eruption 
confluent; pulse remarkably quick and 
feeble, about 130; surface of body rather 
cold; lips pale, and appears to be much ex- 
hausted, Omit medicines. 

Port wine, 1 ounce ; every second hour. 

9 p.m. Surface warmer ; lips red, and 
general appearance more promising, and 
says she feels better than in the morning ; 
complains of pain and dryness of throat, 
especially in swallowing ; no appearance of 
milk ; no lochial discharge ; pulse 130 ; 
tongue covered with a dry brown fur; sordes 
on teeth, 

Olive oil, 3 ounces ; 

Syrup, 2 ounces ; 

Lemon juice, 1 ounce. Make an emul- 
sion; a spoonful occasionally for 
the throat. 

Sedative solut. of opium, 25 drops ; 

Syrup, 1 drachm ; 

Mint water, 3 ounces ; a draught. Con- 
tinue the wine. 

Sunday, 20. Much the same as yesterday ; 
passed the night tolerable well, and was 
more quiet than on the previous night, To 
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have light nourishing diet, such as beef tea, 
chicken soup, and arrowroot; table beer 
for drink: the wine and other medicines to 
be continued. 

Monday, 21. Lochia have reappeared, al- 
most black, and rather more in quantity 
than in ordinary cases ; no milk ; mamme 
soft, flabby, and absorbed to almost no- 
thing ; eruption coalescing ; the face, arms, 
hands, legs, and feet are literally in ove 
large blister; pulse quick and very feeble. 

Carbonate of ammonia, 1 drachm ; 

Syrup, 1 ounce ; 

Water, 5 ounces; half an ounce every 
third hour, 

Tuesday, 22. Lochial discharge still 
continues to flow rather copiously, of the 
same colour, and of a highly offensive 
odour; pulse 130. Ordered her to be kept 
exceedingly clean, by frequent bathing with 
tepid water. 

Thursday, 24. Eruption of face assuming 
rather a darker hue, having the appearance 
as if it were beginning to dry and scab ; 
no pain; throat easier; lochia rather sup- 

ressed ; tongue beginning to clean ; 

wels open by means of an enema. Contin. 
medicines. 

Saturday, 26. Feels very much exhausted. 
For the first time complains very mach of 
the genital organs; on examination, finds 
them enormously swollen, and in a state of 
gangrene. Her mother, being the attendant 
on her, was made aware of the circumstance 
some days previous to my knowledge re- 
garding it, but, from a sense of delicacy, 
refrained from making it known till com- 
pelled on account of the rapid progress it 
was making, and the frightful appearance 
the partsexhibited. The genitals presented 
the following appearances : — Externally, 
vulva immensely swollen; the lower half 
of the labia, and part of the nymphz, are 
completely black ; the gangrene extends 
outwards to each groin, where it becomes 
connected to two gangrenous spots, the size 
of a shilling; it extends downwards, in- 
cluding the entire perineum ; the gangrene 
also extends inwards, including the whole 
of the vagina, both in length and circumfe- 
rence, and orifice of urethra. Bladder has 
now to be relieved by means of the catheter; 
a considerable degree of difficulty was ex- 
perienced in getting it introduced, from not 
being able to recognise the orifice, on ac- 
count of the state of parts. Between the 
glutei muscles, immediately posterior to 
the anus, another large portion of gangrene 
is situated the size of half the hand ; bowels 
have been opened with castor oil ; pulse 120, 
very feeble. 

Sulphate of quinine, 15 grains ; 
Ginger powder, 12 grains. Divide into 
12 parts; take one thrice a-day. 
Wine to be increased to 16 ounces in the 24 
hours, with an addition of a little London 
porter ; full diet. The parts to be smeered 


over with warm turpentine liniment, and a 
yeast poultice over all, every eight hours, 
Omit mixture. 

Monday, 28. Soreness and hoarseness of 
throat nearly all gone; has omitted the 
draught for two nights, and sleeps tole- 
rable well without it ; bowels confined; in 
other respects the same. 

Castor oil, 4 ounce. 

Wednesday, 30. Constitutional symptoms 
the same; gangrenous parts beginning to 
separate round the edges ; complains much 
of the stench which arises from the parts; 
bowels open. Sol. of chlor. of lime to be 
freely applied to the parts on the removal of 
each dressing. 

Friday, June 1. Considerable portions of 
the gangrenous parts have been removed 
since last report; chloride of lime solution 
has the desired effect in destroying the 
smell; it appears also to have considerable 
effect in facilitating the reparation of the 
sloughs. 

Sunday, 3. To-day have removed the 
whole of that part of the right labium which 
was gangrenous ; nearly, also, the whole of 
the gangrenous left labium ; likewise a con- 
siderable portion of the mucous membrane 
and cellular substance surrounding the 
vagina, about half an inch in thickness ; the 
gangrenous portion betwixt the hips has 
also been removed ; the surfaces beneath 
are clean, but very pale and unhealthy 
looking; pulse 120 still. 

Owit cataplasm ; contin. turpentine lini- 
ment, 

Monday, 4. To-day a large mass of putrid 
flesh protruding from the vagina, having 
very slight attachments was easily removed, 
which appears to be the whole of the lining 
membrane of the vagina and surrounding 
cellular substance ; it was rather less in 
bulk than the first portion, but quite entire. 
The perineum, with the large opening into 
the vagina, presents now a most frightful 
gap. The surfaces of the sores are now all 
clean; the meatus of the urethra can now 
be distinguished. The urethra and bladder 
appear to be safe, but, on introducing the 
finger, its whole length, into the rectum, an 
opening is found, so as to admit the point 
communicating with the vagina. The parts 
to be bathed with a weak solution of chlo- 
rine, and afterwards to be dressed with 
warm turpentine liniment. Appetite good ; 
pulse 100, Continue full diet and quinine ; 
omit one half of wine. 

Tuesday, 5. Has had several stools, 
part of which has come by the vagina, 

Tuesday, 12. Since last report, has been 
going on well; can now urinate without 
the use of the catheter; sores are healing 
very quick ; appetite is good; and is alto- 
gether doing well. As the case now will 
prove to be a tedious one, in attempting to 
close the fistulous opening in the recto- 
vaginal septum, and as the woman's cir- 
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cumstances will not permit her to remain 
long at home, she desired to go to the hos- 

ital, where she now is. After remaining 
for some weeks, during which time she got 
exceedingly stout, and able to go about, 
she was dismissed, as nothing could be done 
for her situation. 

Since writing the above, she has now re- 
turned to her former employment as a laun- 
dress-maid. 

August. Feels little or no inconvenience, 
save when at stool, and particnlarly when 
her bowels are laxative, when part comes 
away by the vagina as well as rectum, 


In offering any remarks on the case now 
related, I would observe that there are two 
very important points presented to our no- 
tice :—First. The extensive gangrene which 
soon followed the birth of the child. Se- 
condly. Variola occurring during pregnancy, 
after vaccination. Small-pox, when dis- 
tinct, is generally unattended with any 
great danger, except when the eruptive 
fever is extremely violent, or when it dege- 
nerates into that of the confluent kind ; this 
last is always accompanied with a consi- 
derable degree of risk, and more especially 
so when complicated with pregnancy, as in 
this case. From the history of the case, it 
will be seen that this person was seized, on 
the Sunday, with pyrexial symptoms, ac- 
companied with headache, severe pain in 
back, and considerable degree of nausea 
and thirst; on the following morning had 
given birth to her infant, and on the sac- 
ceeding day the eruption appeared. The 
pocks were numerous, became full, but 
very flat, and on the fifth or sixth day began 
to coalesce, and, by the time they began to 
maturate, the face, arms, hands, legs, and 
feet were in one general blister; those on 
the body were distinct, but exceedingly 
large ; the face was swelled, the eyes closed 
up, and the nostrils filled; the mouth and 
throat were much studded with the erup- 
tion, so as to create a considerable degree 
of pain and difficulty of swallowing ; great 
debility supervened, and typhoid symptoms 
set in, with sores on the teeth. 

Besides these two important points al- 
ready mentioned, there is another exceed- 
ingly important and instructive one ; impor- 
tant in so far as it presents three distinct 
diseases or ailments at the same time, 
and, moreover, complaints of the most 
debilitating and critical description; viz., 
the accouchement, variola, and conse- 
quent gangrene, but more particularly the 
last two; and instructive, as the favourable 
result in this case greatly depended upon 
the treatment pursued at its commencement. 
In the treatment of cases of this description, 
in pregnant women, great caution is re- 
quired ; a due allowance must be made for 
that state, by not proceeding to any violent 
or rash measures, unless the immediate 
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safety of the female may render them ab- 
solutely necessary. ‘The favoarable termi- 
nation of this case depended, I should 
think, a great deal, nay, I may say entirely, 
upon the first treatment of the patient. 
From the symptoms which presented them- 
selves at the beginning, one would have 
been inclined to have depleted the patient, 
particularly as she was robust and pletho- 
ric; but what would have been the conse- 
quence’? Judging from the course and 
nature of the character which the disease 
partook, I need scarcely say, most probably 
death. I have no hesitation in saying that, 
had blood been abstracted, the vital powers 
would have become so exhausted as would 
have inevitably produced death in a very 
short period. I remember some years ago 
a young married woman was seized with 
symptoms as narrated above; her medical 
attenJant was called in, he abstracted blood ; 
being faradvanced in pregnancy, labour came 
on the following day, and she was deliver- 
ed of a child ; slight flooding took place im- 
mediately after the birth of the child; the 
following day she was seized with small-pox, 
and died on the third day of the eruption, 
the eruption being very indistinct. From 

facts, one should be exceedingly 
cautious regarding the practice of bleeding 
pregnant women when any febrile symptoms 
set it, for one or two days at least, without 
there are other symptoms combined which 
would lead us to believe some organic affec- 
tion was about to take place. 

In making these observations regarding 
venesection during pregnancy, in cases of 
the above description, 1 would not, at the 
same time, condemn or explode, altogether, 
this useful adjunct, cases having come 
under my own observation where moderate 
bleeding was of high value, particularly 
one, also a small-pox patient. The woman 
was in her seventh month; was seized with 
pyrexial symptoms on 25th September, 1836; 
eruption appeared on 27th ; she complained 
excessively of her back from the first, but the 
pain had now increased tosuch a degree of in- 
tensity, that she was not able to “ withstand 
it ;” on the 28th, during the night, 16 ounces 
of blood were abstracted, which gave her 
immediate relief; medicine suitable for the 
disease was administered, and the woman 
did well. She went to the full period, 

The extensive gangrene of the genital 
organs here was undoubtedly brought on by 
the birth of the child, the head of the child 
acting as the exciting cause, by overstretch- 
ing the parts; and the variola, as the pre- 
disposing cause, producing great debility 
of the parts, thereby disabling the.powers 
of the constitution, or vital action, from re- 
storing the parts to their natural state; 
hence the gangrene. Had the woman not 
been pregnant, or rather had labour not have 
come on, in all probability these results 
would not have been produced. 
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I may mention, for information to those 
of your readers who may be anxious to 
know the effect produced upoa the children 
in the three cases related above, that, in the 
first case, the child, male, was apparently 
healthy, though small, and continued to do 
well, though fed upon the spoon for two 
weeks, when he was seized with the small- 
pox, and died on the Gthday. Regarding 
the second case, the child was still-born, 
but was perfectly free from any blemish 
whatever; and as for the third child, fe- 
male, after the usual period of utero-gesta- 
tion was completed, and after rather an easy 
labour, it was born stout and healthy, free 
from any exterior blemish, or, indeed, any 
other appearance which could induce the 
slightest supposition of having suffered 
under small-pox. Between the second and 
third month he was vaccinated, but without 
effect ; it was repeated for five times, and 
still without effect ; being given over for 
some time, it was tried again at the seventh 
month, when it proved successful, though 
the pustules were small. 

From the difficulty experienced in effect- 
ing vaccination in this case, I would be 
much inclined to suppose that the variolous 
virus of the mother exerts some peculiar or 
prophylactic kind of influence over the child 
in utero, similar to that of inoculation from 
small-pox and vaccination. This opini 
is, toa certain extent, borne out by a case 
published in Tue Lancer (page 628, vol. 2 
for 1837-38), by Dr. Davidson, of this city, 
wherein he states that he vaccinated when 
the child was “about two weeks old, but 
without effect; this was repeated three 
times, at intervals, with dry matter, but 
with the same result. It was again done 
with fluid matter, but still without effect ; 
but it was at last performed successfully on 
the 18th of this month” (June), the child 
being five months old. Dr, Davidson ac- 
counts for these repeated failures more from 
“ the necessity of attempting it when he was 
so young and possessed of so little plump- 
ness and vigour in his system,” than from 
any specific influence the virus of the smal!- 
pox of the mother could exert upon the 
child while in utero, These opinions, how- 
ever, in the present instance, cannot hold 
good, because no attempt to vaccinate this 
child was made till three months after its 
birth, when the child was plump, strong, 
and healthy. It is impossible, however, to 
arrive atanything conclusive respecting the 
law by which its effects on the foetus are 
regulated, from one or two isolated cases, 
until a more abundant record of facts re- 
specting this important physiological point 
be made known or published. 


ON THE 
TREATMENT OF TYPHUS FEVER, 
BY SALINE REMEDIES AND INJECTIONS INTO 
THE VEINS. 
By Jorvay R. Lyscu, and Medical 
Officer of the West London Union. 


I am induced by the more than ordinary 
opportunities which I possess, and by the 
success which has attended the mode of 
treatment I have adopted in typhus fever, to 
lay an account of it before your readers. 

As medical officer of the West London 
Union, the most dense and thickly-populated 
of all the metropolitan divisions, which con- 
tains in the square mile 186,046 inhabitants, 
and comprises the most dirty, narrow, and 
ill-ventilated lanes and labyrinths of alleys 
in the city of London, and which are the 
constant sources of disease and infection— 
laboratories of pestilence—extending from 
the Fleet-ditch through Long-lane to Alders- 
gate-street, with all the passages and con- 
fined courts on each side of the line, with 
all those in the two parishes of St, Bartho- 
lomew and St. Sepulchre, I must, as a 
matter of course, be brought into daily ac- 
quaintance with this formidable complaint. 

There is one alley, Back Bear, running from 
the Old Bailey to Farringdon-street, near 
which it terminates ina cul de sac,and through 
which there is no perflation, and where two 
persons cannot walk abreast, and lying be- 
low the level of the former upwards of 40 feet, 
into which place a large mass of life is im- 
pacted, every little room containing a family 
of the poorest and humblest description, and 
opposite the doors of whom the offal and 
ejecture constantly left exposed, and under- 
going decomposition, to prevent which no 
vigilance, no interference, is sufficiently 
active; to eradicate which the civic autho- 
rities have not sufficient power, unless awa- 
kened to the necessity of the preservation of 
the lives of their fellow-citizens, they pur- 
chase the property, and at once eradicate 
such nests of infection from the heart of a 
densely-crowded neighbourhood, where the 
rate of mortality is always great and in- 
variable, and materially depends upon the 
eflicacy of ventilation, and the means em- 
ployed for the removal of impurities. 

That there are laws to correct such nui- 
sances, “ or that which worketh hurt or 
damage to the community,” is trae; but 
that they have altogether failed, is equally 
undeniable. It is needless to state, that 
enactments, however excellent in the ab- 
stract, are too often, by the cumbrous, cir- 
cuitous, and complicated machinery by 
which they are trammelled, rendered inope- 
rative. 

Their reduction to practice is, in the first 
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instance, entrusted to an inquest, composed 
of tradesmen, who have no idea of the 
methods calculated to preserve health ; men 
engaged in their business, and in the pur- 
suits of commerce, having little time and 
less capacity to undertake such an important 
duty; and, i&the next place, the evil, when 
ascertained, is only remediable at a distant 
date, by a presentment to the Court of Alder- 
men, who are too indolent to direct or insti- 
tute the necessary means of prevention. 
From this censure I must except the Com- 
missioners of Sewers, who seem deeply 
alive to the importance of good drainage, 
and also their excellent and intelligent sur- 
veyor, Mr. Kelsey, who understands, and is 
remarkably conversant with all the questions 
of public hygiéue, and who assured me that 
they have explored and cleansed more than 
20 miles of sewers. That much remains to 
be done, and that, from this experience at 
the time of the cholera, the localities, where 
the sewers were good, were comparatively 
exempt from attack, and that the courts and 
alleys, where I found typhus prevaleut, I 
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scended into the “ dark valley of the shadow 
of death,”—to go a step further, and adopt 
a still bolder agent, to which I was led gra. 
dually, and in the following manner :— 

I commenced the study of this frightful 
malacy in the poor districts of Dublin, where 
fever had taken up its permanent abode. The 
admission into Cork-street Fever Hospital 
exceeded upwards of 5,000 annually, where 
the disease makes its multitudinous ravages 
through all seasons, in all temperatures, not 
attacking individuals, but whole families in 
streets collectively. I studied it in Edin- 
burgh and in Paris, at the bedside of its 
victims ; I read every work likely to eluci- 
date its nature; I embraced and rejected 
the principles and opinions of the various 
writers and professors in turns, as I perused 
them ; until, lost in a chaos of conflicting 
dogmas, in a cloud of conflicting conjec- 
tures, I left off more puzzled than [ began; 
the subtle and complicated complaint being 
rendered more anomalous and mysterious. 
I merely discovered that no disease bad 
challenged so much inquiry with so little 


may say perennial, as indicated in my report, 
it is probable that the drainage was deficient, 


little controul. 


profitable result; no disease had caused 
greater discrepancy of opinion, as certainly 


modes of treatment, or more opposite thera- 


owing to circumstances over which they had | none had called forth a grester variety of 


In Back Bear-alley, in the houses Nos. 1, | peutic agents than fever.* 


2, 3, 5, thirty-nine cases of typhus fever 
have occurred within the last few week, 16 
of which were sent to the fever hospitals, by 
order of relieving officers ; of which 16, three 
died, four were removed away by their 
relatives, aud the rest were subjected to the 
course of treatment which I am about to 
submit, without the loss of a single life. 

The collector of the rents, John Stuble, 
resident therein, and his daughter, are lately 
convalescent from a severe attack ; his wife 
has just risen from the same; the Jandlord, 
who visits there occasionally, caught the dis- 
ease,and only this day I have pronounced him 
out of danger. Hardly a living soul in this 
spot has escaped; old and young were alike 
victims; age had no influence, enjoyed no 
immunity; I had them under my care from 
six to 60 years of age. 

In the other places I cannot form any esti- 
mate of the number of cases that occur. Some 
apply to the hospital which is in their imme- 
diate vicinity, and others to the surrounding 
medical institutions. I find, by a reference 
to my register, that I have attended, in the 
workhouse and out of doors, 97 cases, in all 
which I have employed the remedy about 
to be mentioned without losing a single 
patient, if l except one, where the powers of 
life were so compromised that the system 
could not be brought under its influence, 
which led me, under such desperate and 
disadvantageous circumstances, afterwards, 
when called on to visit three cases—where 
the individuals were in the very lowest 
stage, at the very verge of the tomb, when, 
to all outward appearances, they had de- 


It is strange that, when the pathognomonic 
symptoms are so unerring, presenting so 
uniform a train of phenomena, such distinct 
and unequivocal characteristics, suflicient 
to cancel hesitation, and to distinguish it 
from every other in the catalogue of ills 
“that flesh is heir to,” that “ the ablest 
hands and wisest beads” have differed as to 
the nature, seat, cause, origin, treatment, 
history, and physiology of this complaint; 
one refers it to inflammation of the brain, 
another to the digestive organs and alimen- 
tary canal; one party calls with confidence 
upon pathology, as a confirmation strong of 
the doctrines which they support; another 
mocks it as fallacious. 

The talent of generalisation, or the bump 
which some men possess, when too much 
developed and abused, has led some enter- 
prising minds to maintain that there is no 
such thing as essential or idiopathic fever as 
a general disturbance of the system, inde- 
pendent of loca) affection, but that all dis- 
eases are the consequence of local irritation, 
disorder, or inflammation. Some deny its ex- 
istencealtogether; some describe it asa lesion 
of the nervous system, of the glands of Peyer, 
of the mucous membranes, of the mesenteric 
glands; avother describes it as the result of 
animal electricity, another of atmospheric 


* Had Dr, Lynch consulted the pages of 
Tue Lancet, he would have found that the 
treatment of typhus fever by saline medi- 
cines had been long ago recommended, and 
successfully employed, by Mr. Bree and 
others.—Ep, L. 
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electricity, of the changes in the composition 
thereof, or of poisons contained therein. 

Broussais confounded the effect with the 
primary cause, and to be unaware 
that there are other agencies or sources of 
disease besides organic changes of structure, 
and totally neglected the alterations of the 
fluids, especially of that great basis of ali 
structures, of the solids and fluids of the 
economy, namely, the blood. 

1 listened with great attention to the lec- 
tures of the justly-celebrated Magendie, in 
the College of France. He proved the se- 

tion of the serum from the crassamen- 
tum of the blood. The deficiency of water 
and saline matter was remarked by all who 
made an examination of the bodies of those 
who died of cholera. Dr, Clanny’s analysis 
of yellow fever, and Dr. Stevens’ of yellow 
fever, proved the same fact beyond doubt. 
Dr. O'Shaughnessy first, and opportunely, 
directed the attention to, and pointed out, 
the way to restore the deficiency of the 
fluids, and bring back the blood to its nor- 
mal state, which Dr. Latta, by a bold, da- 
ring, and novel experiment, first reduced to 
practical application. 

In cholera and typhus, the similarity of 
symptoms, in progress and attack, is ob- 
vious, The action of the heart becomes 
feeble, the blood recedes from the surface, 
and accumulates in the internal organs ; ca- 
lorification and decarbonisation are dimi- 
nished; the blood is black, and pathology 
makes the affinity of the diseases more 
clear. 

Dr. Clanny has shown that the blood is 
altered in composition, as well as in ap- 
pearance. Mr, Searle has ably supported 
the same proposition, Dr.Stevens has con- 
firmed the opinions of both writers, and 
pointed out the nature of the changes which 
take place in the blood, which, he thinks, is 
the primary seat of the affection, called 
yellow fever, in which it is always black, 
whether examined during life, or taken 
from the heart after death, and always 
wanting the saline matter which it is said to 
couotain, And as many neutral salts, with 
earthy bases, possess the property of chang- 
ing healthy black venous blood into a bright 
arterial colour, he determined upon trying 
what effect they would have on the living 
body. He began with the tartrate and car- 
bonate of soda in every case, and was so 
successful, that, out of 343 cases in Trinidad, 
he lost nota siugle person: he preceded the 
administration with bleeding. 

Believing that cholera and typhus are the 
effects of the same cause, the latter modified 
in intensity and in degree by circumstances, 
that they are ty of the same family of 
disease, I have for the last three years em- 
ployed the chloride of sodium with hydro- 
chlorie acid, in large quantities of cold 
spring water, with the most extraordinary 
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testing its efficacy upon a large scale until 
my official connection with this district. 
Depletion in London practice, in a poor, ill- 
ventilated, filthy locality, with a foetid at- 
mosphere, where the humblest classes de- 
prive themselves of every comfort, of even 
the necessaries of life, to indulge their love 
of gin and of fermented liquors, is altoge- 
ther inadmissible—is rank homicide—ex- 
cept by leeches, in cases of cerebral or 
abdominal congestion, 

The disease, as I have seen it, answers to 
the character of the epidemic that appears 
in Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Dublin, It 
commences with a feeling of lassitude ; pains 
in the bones and limbs ; a strong disposition 
to lie down, with knees drawn up to 
stomach; tremulous carriage of the body ; 
appearance of malaise, and apprehension 
in the countenance when addressed. Tongue 
white, with yellow ground in centre; a dry 
brown streak from tip backwards when re- 
quired to protrude it. The continued and 
uncontrollable quiverings are a certain and 
unerring indication of the nature of the ill- 
ness; pulse weak and quick, averaging from 
110 to 125; in some cases as much as 150. 
Cepbalagia.—Some affected with very mild 
symptoms, terminating in a speedy conva- 
lescence ; in a few days another, in mutter- 
ing delirium, torpor, and sopor, as described 
by the ancients, fully manifested ; avother, 
furiously frantic. The synochus ushered 
in by strong febrile symptoms, with in- 
creased action, or excitement, in the be- 
ginning, gradually progressing, and ulti- 
mately merging into delirum, debility, and 
exhaustion, as they proceed, never exists 
here. The system enters at once into fierce 
and fell encounter with the disease, and un- 
less promptly succoured, the grave has its 
victory. It may be supposed that the fever 
advances insidiously through the first period, 
and is only recognised after the nervous 
symptoms have supervened: this may be 
true in some cases. I have only to state, 
that, in two instances, 48 hours in an adult, 
and 12 hours in a child eight years old, saw 
the fatal termination of both cases. 

As it advances, the patient turns on his 
back, with knees drawn up; sordes black 
and viscid incrust and accumulate on the 
lips and teeth; he works down, or sinks 
from the pillow, into the bed, subsnltus 
tendinum ; the eye recedes, and death closes 
the scene. 

On the first commencement of the disease, 
I administer an emetic of ipecacuanha; the 
antimonial preparation depresses the system 
too much. I give it with a view to empty 
the stomach and gall-bladder, to equalise 
the circulation, and to determine to the sur- 
face. I find that the patient expresses relief 
after it; that the headache is relieved; that 
it lessens the pain of back and cheeks, dis- 
ordered action, The second indication is to 


success; but I had not the opportunity of 


provoke the secretions, especially that of 


pt 
‘a- 
ful 
re 
be 
tal 
re 
es 
in 
in- 
its 
ci- 
ed 
as 
sed 
ing 
ec- 
in; 
ing 
us. 
vad 
ttle 
sed 
nly 
of 
nic 
so 
inet 
lent 
hit 
ills 
lest 
sto 
ent, 
int; 
ain, 
nee 
g of 
ther 
ump 
uch 
iter- 
$ no 
ras 
nde- 
dis- 
tion, 
sion 
yer, 
teric 
It of 
es of 
t the 
redi- 
and 
and 


438 


rheubarb or jalap. 


of the blood by chloride of sodium, in three 


the symptoms begin to be favourable, 1/1 


tion, besides exercising a chemical influence | t 


the system generally, The fourth is to pre- 


cold or counter irritation. Very frequently 


tions, The following is the order of the re- 


serum of the blood, according to the ana- 


picking the bed-clothes, involuntary eva- 


recourse to it. In the case of Eliz.Sanders, 


ceeded to a fatal issue, twelve hours after the 
first premonitory symptom, and three after I 
was sent for. Her youth deterred me from 
making the experiment of the injection; I 
did not feel warranted in its employment. 

In two cases out of the three the injec- 
tion succeeded, more particularly that of 
Evan Jones, aged 56, who lived at 52, West- 
street, and was afterwards a pauper io the 
workhouse. The fever was of a most ma- 
lignant character; had carried off an old 
woman, the servant, in the course of a few 
days. Wheo I visited him he was very 
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the liver, by calomel, in a large dose, with | low, and sinking, and I had no other alter. 
The third is to counter- | native: I injected 16 ounces. About twelve 

act the poison, and restore the normal state | minutes after it had been introduced into 
the system re-action commenced ; pulse re- 
drachm doses, in lbj of water, followed by | established in half an hour; heat of the 
large quantities of cold spring water, which | body equalised ; extremities regaining ordi- 
are grateful and refreshing to the patient,| nary temperature. In two hours the effect 
and to which instinct prompts him, with the | was marked ; it seemed miraculous; nature, 
eagerness of a parched pilgrim in the wilder- | by the assistance afforded, seemed suddenly 
ness. By this means, the morbid condition | to throw off the incubus of incipient disso- 
of the blood is removed, and the morbid | lution; she rallied and rescued him from 
heat diminished. The amendment is first | a state of general atrophy ; the seal of death 
evidenced by the improvement of the ex-/| that was stamped upon the countenance 
pression of the countenance, tongue, and | gradually obliterated, and it began to glow 
pulse, and, as it proceeds, the stools then| with returning animation. I left him with 
assume a clayey appearance. When I find! feelings of delight that are indescribable; 


felt, indeed, that moment the proudest and 


combine the acid in adrachm to three of the | happiest of my life; as if armed with Pro- 
salt, and continue it with effervescing soda | methean power; as if 1 possessed “ ignem 
powders, until convalescence is complete,| etherea domo sabductum.” The delirium 
which I hasten by beef-tea and porter. This | was soon dissipated; I was recalled ; vomit. 
acid most effectually checks the diarrhoea, | ing and purging had set in; he was fast re- 
which often accompanies amendment, and | lapsing into that state of awful prostration 
lessens the liabity to involuntary evacua-| in which I had found him. 1 administered 


he chloride of sodium with the acid, and 


on the blood, as well as a tonic effect upon | checked both. 


I persisted in the use of this medicine, 


vent congestion by leeches, application of| allowing him the gratification of allaying 

his insatiable thirst with copious draughts 

the local congestion gradually yields to the | of cold spring water, beef-tea: porter ina 
neral treatment, without topical applica: | few days after completed the cure. 


In the fatal case there was no satisfactory 


lative frequency of organs in which local | cause which I could assign for the failure, 
accumulation or congestion took place :— | exceptthat the remedy had not a fair chance, 
The brain, intestines, stomach, liver, spleen. | owing to the extreme vital depression of the 

This plan has hitherto exceeded my most! patient. In all the other cases I had no 
sanguine expectations—has been pre-emi-| necessity to have recourse to such a despe- 
nently successful. I can, therefore, with | rate expedient, having succeeded in restor- 
confidence invite my professional brethren | ing the system to a healthy state of action 
to make trial of ii. In three cases, I inject-| by the very simple plan which I have de- 
ed into the venous system the artificial | scribed. 


The artificial divisions of typhus, which 


lysis of Berzelius, with the albumen super- | are so carefully preserved and so elaborately 
added, as suggested by Magendie, to assist | defined in the writings of authors; the re- 
the fluid when injected to permeate the ca-| gularity with which it passes through its 
| rere system. Inthe case of Mary Lloyd,| respective phases under other modes of 

osier-lane, a private patient, who had been | management, are unceremoniously—some 
under the care of a medical gentleman in| would say, provokingly—disregarded by the 
the neighbourhood, when called in on the! premature convalescence, superinduced by 
fourth week of her illness, 1 found her | the saline remedies. 


The distinctive rash is generally, but not 


cuations, muttering, delirium, &c., I had | invariably, present as stated. 


Under this treatment the recovery takes 


3, New-court, Cloth-fair, the fever pro-| place in as many days as it requires weeks 


under other modes. In the house No.1, 
back, Bear-alley, there are six cases which 
were under my care which left their bed in 
six to eight days; and, in the same house, 
three cases, which were sent to hospital, 
and never left until the end of the eighth 
week ; in the second house five, which re- 
covered on an average on the 10th day, ont 
of which house several were'sent to the 
hospital, where three died. 

When Mr. Bennan so successfully recom- 
mended emetics and muriate of soda in cho- 
lera, some of the methodical physicians, who 
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bad the course which the dis- 
ease ought to pursue, were exceedingly an- 
noyed at the abrupt transition—* re- 
gulam”—from extreme to strong 
re-action, the sudden step from the thresh- 
hold of eternity to life again. The same 

who expect that nature must be 
the handmaid to art and bow to its decrees, 
will find themselves, in this case, in the 
same situation. 

I do not presume to dogmatise, or build 
a theory upon a theory ; I am wedded to no 
particular doctrine. Our knowledge of the 
nature of this complaint is too scanty to 
explain its cause and origin; or to unravel 
the mystery that hangs around this invisible 
agent, which has been truly called the 
“ Phantom of Physic,” and has eluded the 
most diligent and unceasing pursuit. 

We are justified, however, in prefering 
that mode of treatment that has been attend- 
ed with most success, and which, by a com- 
parison with others, has a most decided ad- 
vantage. In a work lately published by 
M. Lombard, of Geneva, he states that the 
tonic pian, which he extols, is so efficacious, 
that ont of twenty-one patients he only lost 
three; and M. Louis gives a table of 138 
cases of typhus, of whom fi/ty died. 

Having tried the saline mode of treatment 

a large scale, with all the disadvantages 
situation—of poverty—of uncleanliness— 
of aa impure and p tmosphere, sur- 


charged with sulphuretted hydrogen,—with 


1.150th part of which, in the air, Thenard 
and Dupuytren destroyed horses, and which 
is constantly issuing and mingling with the 
atmosphere, as it rises from the privies, 
which are often beside or beneath the floors, 
or under the staircase, where the poor dwell, 
and of other noxious gases which affect all 
those brought within the sphere of their in- 
fluence, and which possess, in my opinion, 
when assisted by heat and moisture, and 
other co-operating circumstances or causes, 
the power of elaborating the person, or en- 
gendering or developing typhus fever "itself 
—under all these circumstances I have been 
able to combat this disease, and to disarm 
it of its terrors, by a simple plan, which is 
within the reach and compass of all, and to 
which I confidently call the attention of the 
medical world. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, November 30, 1839. 
Mr. Streeter, President. 
SINGULAR CUTANEOUS DISEASE ACCOMPANYING 
FEVER. 
SURGERY AT ST. GEORGEB’S HOSPITAL. 


Mr. Hour related the following case :— 
M.S., aged four years and a half, was at 
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pain accompanied by considerable fever. 
She was seen for the first time on the 16th, 
when she was suffering from pain in the 
abdomen, attended with slight diarrhoea; 
the pain in the head had subsided, but the 
skin was hot and dry; the pulse quick ; the 
tongue dry, with a brown streak down the 
centre, These symptoms continued until 
the 22nd, when she appeared evidently 
better. On Thursday the 23rd, after 
passing a bad night, a very large vesication 
was discovered on the left thigh; on the 
24th several smaller ones were found on the 
nates, and, on the 25th, a very large one, 
covering the whole of the occiput, and ex- 
tending down the posterior part of the neck 
on the left side, was detected. Another 
one formed on the 26th, which extended 
over the whole of the scapula, and up the 
neck of the right side. On the 27th another 
vesication formed on the right thigh; and, 
in the course of a few hours, seventeen 
made their appearance on different parts of 
the body—they were of various sizes. No 
fresh vesications appeared on the 28th; on 
the 29th, a few small ones formed; on the 
30th, she passed a good night, but died on 
the Ist of December. No post-mortem was 
obtained. The vesications arose instanta- 
neously, and were filled with a clear limpid 
serum, There was no papulous or red ele- 
vation of the skin, as described by Willan 
in his*account of pomphylox ; but the parts 
on which the vesication took place were 
perfectly healthy an hour before the vesicle 
formed, and, on these bursting, gave the 
appearance of a very highly-infamed blister 
when the cuticle has been removed. The 
only vesicated part from which any dis- 
charge took place was the occiput, and this 
might possibly have been occasioned by the 
air acting as an irritant. The surfaces of 
the other vesicated parts were dry. There 
was no appearance of ulceration, and no dry 
scab formed, The vesications were per- 
fectly fat, and presented no dome-like ap- 
pearance, nor were there any marks of in- 
flammation round their edges. All the 
vesicles assumed an irregular circular 
shape. The primary attack of fever pre- 
sented nothing unusual, being similar to all 
the other cases which were, at that period, 
so numerous. There was much delirium for 
twenty-four hours previous to the appear- 
ance of the eruption. The disturbance of 
the brain ceased on the occurrence of the 
vesication, The treatment consisted in the 
application of flour to the vesicated parts, 
which seemed to afford relief; wine, hyos- 
cyamus, and cordiels were given internally. 
He had taken no mercury previous to the 
eruption, 

No discussion followed the relation of this 
case, buta student of St. George's briefly 
alluded to two instances of the formation of 
purulent matter in parts distant from the 


tacked, on the 12th of November, 1836, with 


seat of injuries received, Jn one of these 
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440 CASE OF CONCUSSION OF THE BRAIN. 


cases a patient was admitted into the hos- / suture; t the scalp was separated from the 
pital for concussion of the brain, and ap- cranium ; the bone was denuded of perios- 
to be doing well for twenty-one days. teum to tthe extent of acrown piece. There 
At the end of this time, symptoms of pres-| was no appearance of fracture or depression. 
sure taking place, the trephine was applied,| He states that he was stunned for some 
but afforded no relief, and the patient died. | time by the accident, but that he had not 
A large abscess was found in the substance | been sick, When admitted, he was — 
of the liver. In the second case the patient; and drowsy; pulse 100, full and strong. 
was in the hospital for compound fracture | was bled to eighteen ounces, and a purga- 
of the tibia. He went on well for two or| tive of colocyath and calomel was admi- 
three weeks, but afterwards died. Pus was/|nistered directly, followed by a senna 
found in the shoulder-joint. The cases| draught in four hours; he was again bled; 
were related for the purpose of eliciting| pulse 110, soft. At5 p.m. it was found that 
discussion on the mode in which the pus | he had been sleeping since the bleeding, and 
was formed and deposited. The debate | that he was roused with difficulty; pulse 
was of such a desultory character, that we| 108; skin hot. 7 p.m. Bowels have acted 
refrain from publishing it. In the course freely; pulse much softer; blood slightly 
of it, however, there were one or two obser- | buffed. 
vations worthy of recording. 20, noon. Passed a tolerably quiet night ; 
Mr, Cuinnock inquired what were the not atall drowsy ; complains of a little pain 
circumstances which induced the ree in the back part of the head ; bowels acted 


under whose care the patient with concus-| freely in the night; tongue slightly farred, 
sion had been placed, to use the trephine? | but moist; pulse 84, hard; countenance 

This question was considered to be an flushed, skin hot ; he was bled to ten ounces, 
“unfair one,” by two or three of the mem- 9 o'clock p.m. Pain in the head increased, 
bers, as the student was not likely to know | with a little puffiness about the wound ; 
the reasons which governed his superiors | pulse 86, and wiry; bled again to ten 
in their conduct. ounces. 

Mr. Cuinnock inquired if no clinical re-| 21. Blood drawn yesterday was inflamed ; 
marks were made on the case, To this no| passed a quiet night; no pain in the head ; 
answer Was returned, drowsy ; pulse 84, more quiet ; tongue moist 

Mr, Downtine requested information as|and whiter, The adhesions were broken 
to the previous history of the cases detailed. | up, and a considerable quantity of serum 

The St. George’s student observed that, escaped; poultices to the part. 


in the hospital to which he was attached, | 29. Has been doing well since last re- 


they had quite “enough todo to find out port. He complains, to-day, of severe pain 
what was the matter with patients, when) in the head, which was relieved by a pur- 
they were admitted, without making inqui- | gative. 
ries into their histories” !! 30. Wound nearly healed ; feels well. 
Nov. 1. Pain io the head to-day ; relieved 
Saturday, December 7, 1839. again by purgative. 
6. Doing well; wound not healed; the 
bone is exposed, denuded, and rough. 
CONCUSSION OF THE RRAIN—APPLICATION OF 9, Remained quite well antil last night, 
THE TREPHINE—DEATH FROM PURULENT DE-/| when he was attacked, without any appa- 
POSITS IN THE LIVER—THE NATURE, EFFECTS, | rent cause, with violent pain in the head 
AND TREATMENT OF DROPSY, FOLLOWING | and ringing in the ears, with repeated rigors 
SCARLET FEVER. alternating with perspirations. 

Mr. Cuinsvck said, that, in conse-| 10 0’clock a.m. Severe pain in the head ; 
quence of a statement which had been face flushed; skin hot; tongue white ; 
made at the last meeting of the Society, by | pulse 120, full and sharp, Bled to twelve 
a student of St. George's Hospital, to the | ounces. 
effect, that a map had been admitted into | 3 p.m. Pain in the head relieved by bleed- 
that Institution with concussion of the ing; pulse 90, full and strong ; blood buffed. 
brain, for which he was trepanned, he had | Mr. Babington made an incision across the 
taken the trouble to inquire into the parti-| wound to the bone, which was exposed by 
culars of the case, which he considered one | the accident; it felt rough, but the perios- 
of so much iaterest, that he should lay them | teum appeared to be spreading over it. A 
briefly before the Society, The name of the saline mixture was ordered. In the even- 

atient was William Thompson; he was of | ing he had another rigor ; pulse 120, strong, 
Eapeente habits, and was admitted on compressible ; blood buffed and cup 

the 19th of October, at a quarter before | blister to be applied to the head. The 
three P.M., under the care of Mr. Babington, | medicine to be omitted, and two grains of 
having about four hours previously received | calomel, every four hours, were ord 
a kick from a horse on the posterior part of; 10, Passed a very restless night; ‘had 
the head. There was a wound, two inches two rigors, one at night the other in the 
in length, over the centre of the lamdoidal | morning ; pain in the head; pulse 132 
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strong, compressible; skin hot; tongue|tural, but there was a coagulum of a 
white ; delirium; no cough; no rale; no| greyish colour adhering to the parietes of the 
tenderness of abdomen; no evidence of} sinus. The rest of the sinus, and the other 
mischief in any viseus, nor determination | sinuses of the brain, were perfectly healthy, 
to any joint; limbs flexible, without pain | and evinced no signs of previous infamma- 


or inconvenience, 


A consultation was) tion. The brain was healthy, and there was 


held to-day, when it was considered that no effusion into the ventricles. The lungs 
the symptoms warranted the application of | were much congested, of a dark red colour; 


the trephine, which, at 2 o'clock, was 
applied over the piece of exposed bone. 
The dura mater was healthy; no matter 
escaped ; the wound was brought together 
by suture. In the evening the pulse was 
72, quiet ; very little pain in the head, 

11. Passed arestless night; had a rigor 
at midnight, another at 12 to-day ; slight 
pain in the head; great intolerance of light 
and sound; ringing in the ears; wound 
looks well; pulse 120, strong and sharp ; 
tongue sharp, moist; skin hot; bled to 
eight ounces, To have two grains of calo- 
mel every four hours. 

12, Blood very much buffed; pain in the 
head was immediately relieved by the 
bleeding ; two rigors at the same time as 
yesterday; he is less irritable to-day; 
pulse 120, strong. To have the calomel 
every eight hours. 

13. Has had a little sleep, at intervals, 


there were one or two small deposits on 
each lobe, of the size of peas; the liver 
| was considerably enlarged, the right lobe 
reaching below the crest of the ilium; there 
was a large purulent deposit at the anterior 
sharp margin, extending for some distance 
along the inferior concave surface; there 
were two or three smaller ones on the supe- 
rior surface, Oncutting transversely through 
the substance of this lobe, other numerous 
deposits of different sizes were observed, 
some hollow in the centre, containing pus. 
There was a large abscess in the left lobe; 
the right shoulder-joint contained about 
half an ounce of pus, 


Such were the particulars of the case 
| Which he, Mr. Chinnock, had obtained from 
house-surgeon of St. George’s and Mr. 
| Babington; the history of the case would 
| prove that the purulent deposit was indepen- 


during the night; two more rigors; sick- dent of the operation, The case altogether 
ness; has vomited mucus two or three offered a variety of interesting points 
times during the morning ; pain, with some | worthy of discussion ; but, as the evening 
fulness in the right hypochondriac and epi- was already engaged by another subject, he 
gastric regions, increased by pressure ; should defer his remarks on some practical 
breathing burried; wound looks perfectly points until a future evening. 
healthy; no cough; no pain in the head ; | 
pulse 120, strong; bowels open; feces Mr, Sow was called upon for his paperon 
black and offensive ; countenance sallow. | 
Omit the calomel ; a blister to be applied to T#E ANASARCA WHICH FOLLOWS SCARLATINA, 
the epigastrium ; to have the creosote to. He commenced by saying that there ap- 
relieve the vomiting, and a little carbonate peared to be great variety in the frequency 
of ammonia, with spirits of nitre, every four and severity with which this affection fol- 
rs. lowed scarlet fever, at different times, and 
14. Has slept little; two more rigors; in different places. During the late epide- 
pain in the region of the liver, and the hur-!| mic in the metropolis, the subsequent ana- 
ried breathing, relieved by the blister; sarca had been rather frequent, and some- 
pulse 108, quiet; tongue white, moist; what fatal. Mr. Cruickshank first disco- 
urine high coloured ; bowels open; com-| vered albumen, or serum, in the urine of 
plains of slight pain in the shoulders, Beef dropsical patients. Dr. Wells soon after- 
tea ; two grains of calomel) at night. | wards confirmed the fact, and made some 
15. Passed a restless night; had another progress in ascertaining the circumstances 
rigor this morning ; breathing occasionally | under which it was found. He stated his 
difficult; appears to be getting weaker; belief in the injurious effects of mercury in 
skin becoming yellow; no tenderness over | this class of dropsies, and showed that the 


the liver; sensible; wound looks languid | 
pulse 108, quiet. 

20. Has been gradually sinking since 
last report; wound has bled several times ; 
symptoms of jaundice increasing. Died 
this morning. 

On examination, the dura mater was 
found healthy. Where the trephine had 


been applied, there was an appearance of 

healthy granulation; the trephine had been 

applied immediately over the longitudinal 

sinus, When the sinus was opened, the 

“= mater below presented nothing unna- 
Vo, 860, 


administration of that medicine would often 
cause albumen to be secreted with the 
urine; and he also ascertained that in every, 
or almost every, case of anasarca following 
scarlet fever, the urine contained serum, 
and generally the colouring matter of the 
blood also. Dr. Blackall had since extended 
this subject, and spoken particularly of the 
injurious effects of calomel in the anasarca 
which followed scarlet fever. More re- 
cently, Dr. Bright had discovered the con- 
nection between the albuminous state of the 
urine and certain — the kidney, 
2 


d 
he 
of 
32 


442 ANASARCA AFTER SCARLATINA. 


and had shown that such state of the urine| 
was by no means confined to dropsical | 
patients ; but that dropsy was only ove, out 
of several, secondary affections which) 
might be occasioned by renal disease. 
Many physicians hesitated, at first, to accept 
these views, but they now, for the most) 
part, admitted that, with a few recognisable 
exceptions, albumen in the urine indicated | 
a granular or flaky deposit in the kidney; 
or a state of disease which, if not cured, 
might lead to this deposit. Dr. Bright and, 
Dr. Christison both said that this disorgani- 
sation of the kidney might be occasioned 
by scarlet fever, and one of them had re- 
lated a well-marked case, which had clearly 
dated its origin from that disease. | 

The author of the paper then related 
twelve cases which had occurred during 
the last autumn, The first of these was 
one following a very severe form of scarlet 
fever, in a girl twelve years of age. It 
proved fatal in a very sudden manner, 
probably from extensive hydrops pericardii, 
which was found after death. There were 
also hydrothorax, ascites, and general 
oedema, with evidence of pleuritis in the 
presence of recently efused lymph. The 
contents of the cranium were healthy; the 
kidneys were so much hypertrophied, that 
they weighed a pound, avoirdupois ; the 
left weighing eight ounces two drachms ; 
the right, seven ounces six drachms, These 
kidneys were laid before the Society ; one 
of them had been injected by Mr. Toynbee, 
the injection returned very readily by the 
veins, aud portions of the organ, examined 
under the microscope, showed the Mal- 
phigian bodies to be very much enlarged, 
and the vessels compo-ing them opened 
out, so that they no longer presenteda pro- 
perly-defined form. 

The subject of the second case was the 
brother of the above patient, and was nine 
years of age; he had extensive anasarca 
and ascites, and recovered under a venesec- 
tion to four ounces, and a course of free 
purgation, This boy had, during his illness, 
a peculiar dingy colour of the skin, which 
symptom also accompanied one of the other 
cases. This was occasionally a symptom of 
an advanced state of granular disease of the 
kidney, but Mr. Snow believed, had not 
been previously noticed in an early stage of 
the affection. 

Four out of the remaining cases proved 
fatal. In two of them an examination was 
made, and the kidneys were found to be 
much congested, though not hypertrophied 
or otherwise diseased ; the mucous lining of 
the calices and infundibula, however, was 
in one of the cases much injected, as if from 
inflammation. In this case the langs were 
also oedematous, anda portion of one lung 
hepatised, and there was evidence of peri- 
carditis in lymph thrown out on the surface 
of the heart, One of the other cases, in 


which no autopsy had been made, appeared 
to terminate by oedema of the lungs. 

The eleventh case detailed, was that of a 
delicate girl, eleven years of age, who was 
attacked with pain in the region of the heart, 
three weeks after scarlet fever; the heart 
pulsated with great force, 170 times in 
the minute, and the pulse at the wrist was 
scarcely perceptible. The dullness, on per- 
cussion of the cardiac region, was much 
extended, probably from hydrops pericardii; 
there was a very slight oedema at the upper 
part of each foot, but no where else; the 
urine was scan'y, opaque, and albuminous, 
Under the use of small doses of antimony 
and digitalis, with purgatives and counter- 
irritation of the chest, this patient gradually 
recovered, 

The twelfth case was that of a boy, aged 
six years. About three weeks after a very 
slight attack of scarlet fever, he was seized 
with difliculty of breathing and slight fever- 
ishness, having no pain or rale; two days 
afterwards he was attacked with spasmodic 
pain in the bowels and neitle-rash. The 
following day, the fourth of his illness, he 
had coustant pain in the abdomen, with 
great tenderness on pressure; his bowels 
were obstinately confined; countenance 
anxious; tongue dry and furred, and pulse 
frequent. Blood was drawn freely by 
leeches apptied to the abdomen, and on the 
following day these symptoms were re- 
lieved, but the difficult breathing remained, 
and there was now pain in the cardiac region, 
and the heart was beating with great force 
and frequency. There was no oedema dur- 
ing any part of the illness; but considering 
there might be affection of the kidney, un- 
accompanied by the anasarca, the urine, 

which was secreted in diminished quantity, 
was examined and found to be albuminous. 
The urine soon regained its healthy state; 
but the pain and increased action of the 
heart continued, and a loud bellows-sound 
became established with the first sound; 
thesymptoms afterwards became somewhat 
relieved, but the boy was still uader treat- 
ment, 
Mr. Snow said that, in all these cases but 
_ two, albumen was found in the urine, and 
he believed it would have been detected in 
these also, at some period of the affection, 
if the urine had been examined more than 
once, The greatest quantity of albumen had 
been found in the most severe cases, and, with 
' the commencement of recovery, it became 
less. In more than half the cases there was 
also more or less of the colouring matter of 
the blood. In renal affections, with albu- 
minous urine, not following scarlet fever, 
_ the colouring matter of the blood was by no 
means so often present. He thought that 
this difference depended on the circumstance, 
that the affection, following scarlet fever, 
' was always observed in its recent form, or 
jelse in the fact that it occurred chiefly 
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amongst children. He had observed some- 
thing which gave an opacity to the urine in 
almost every case, and which, in the course 
of a few hours, settled down in the form of 
awhite flocculent deposit; this answered 
to the tests of fibrine, and he believed that 
it was the fibrine of the blood. In all the 
cases in which the specific gravity of the 
urine was ascertained, it was much below 
the standard of health ; denoting a great de- 
ficiency in the quantity of urea, but the 
urine was, at the same time, very scanty ; 
the deficiency of the urea must have been, 
therefore, very great; and it must have, con- 
sequently, accumulated in the blood, and it 
had often been detected there. He thought 
that this urea, either by direct contact, or 
through the influence of the nervous system, 
stimulated the heart to undue action, which 
would increase, if it might not cause the 
pleuritis and the other inflammations sv 
common in this affection; and if the in- 
creased action continued, it might lead to 
disease of the heart itself, or of the pericar- 
dium. In at least half the cases be had 
witnessed, he had found the action of the 
heart increased much beyond what sym- 
pathy, with disease in other organs, would 
account for; this increased action generally 
came on sometime after the anasarca, There 
was pain in the region of the kidneys in 
only a few of the cases ; in a few more there 
was tenderness on pressure ; but in the ma- 
jority there was neither pain nor tenderness. 
Vomiting occurred in many of the cases, and 
in several more there was another form of 
gastric irritation, viz., craving appetite. 
The tongue was clean in most of the patients. 
Pain in the belly had been a common at- 
tendant,even when the peritoneum was not 
distended with fluid. 

Two of the cases occurred in a brother 
and sister, and a third patient had a sister 
who had been affected with the disease 
three years ago, facts, confirming the ob- 
servation of Dr. Wells, that some families 
seemed to be predisposed to it more than 
others, He, perhaps, could offer no expla- 
nation why scarlatina predisposed to the 
affection; but as exposure to cold often 
seemed to be the immediate cause of the at- 
tack, it would bea prudeut measure to de- 
fend the patients from cold as much as pos- 
sible for a month, at the end of which time 
they might be considered out of danger. 
The majority of cases commenced about 
three weeks after the beginning of the fever, 
but several of them much earlier, and a few 
later, It seemed to follow mild as well as 
severe cases, without showing a preference 
to either, He recommended blood-letting 
in the commencement of the disorder, when 
the strength would bear it, and he alluded 
to several authorities in proof of the 
success of this practice. He advised 


elso that free purgation should be resorted 
toin all cases, and gave the preference to 
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the compound jalap powder as a purgative, 
and thonght these measures would be as- 
sisted by the administration of digitalis. 
Dr. Apptson would offer one remark on 
the subject which had occupied the Society, 
and that was with reference to the assump- 
tion, that the kidney was the fons et origo 
ot all the mischief in the cases (and those 
analogous to them) which had been read. 
The fact which Dr. Bright had established 
of the connection which existed between the 
mottled kidney and albuminous urine, with 
dropsy, was a very valuable one. He (Dr. 
Addison) thought, however, that as we 
gained experience, the sweeping conclusion 
that the disease of the kidney was the/ons et 
erigo of the dropsy and other s)mptoms, 
would be found to be incorrect, and that we 
were, in fact, mistaking an effect for a cause, 
Mr. Saow, in his paper, has detailed one 
case in which the anasarca and the albumi- 
nous state of the urine occurred simulta- 
neously, showing that one was not depen- 
dent upon the other. Other cases also led 
to this inference, Again, cases occurred— 
he referred to those of a chronic kind—which 
presented a series of phenomena charac- 
teristic of disease of the kidaey, but which 
were unaccompanied with the evidence of 
albuminous urine or ofdropsy, yetthe patient 
dying, Bright's kidney was found. He did 
not deny that the disease of the khidaey pro- 
duced the albuminous urine ; but, in common 
with many other physicians, he doubted if 
that diseased state was the origin of dropsy, 
and the other series of phenomena which 
accompanied it. He should rather ascribe 
all these, including the disease of the kidney 
itself, to a peculiar state of the system, 
which might be induced by intemperance, 
and a variety of causes. When cases oc- 
curred in which the symptoms indicated 
the presence of a mottled kidney, it was re- 
markable how quickly the disorganisation 
was detected; on the contrary, however, 
when there were no symptoms of such dis- 
ease, the kidney was said to be sound, when 
a single glance would be sufficient to decide 
that the kidney really was ina mottled state, 
Dr. believed that there 
was some relation between the disturbed 
function of the skin and mucous membrane 
of the alimentary canal, which followed 
scarlatina and the occurrence of anasarca. 
Keeping up the functions of the skin by 
diaphoretics and vapour baths, and attention 
to the alimentary canal, he believed would 
most frequently prevent the dropsical effu- 
sion. Mr. Snow, in his paper, had referred 
to the presence of urea in the blood, in fatal 
cases, and had concluded that the circula- 
tion of this substance through the system 
might explain the occurrence of the inflam- 
matory diseases of the serous membranes to 
which there was a tendency in anasarca, 


He (Dr. Bird) did not believe that this con- 
clusion was well f 
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injected urea into the blood, and no bad 
effects resulted. When urea was found in 
the blood, and in the serum effused into the 
different cavities—which, he believed, how- 
ever, was but arare occurrence, and only 
took place in severe cases—he considered 
that this was merely an indication of the 
mischief that was going on, from the organs 
implicated not properly performing their 
functions. Diuretics were frequently given 
in this disease, but were calculated to be 
very mischievous during the acute stage, the 
congested state of the kidneys being aggra- 
vated by those medicines. He had, in one 
case of scarlet fever succeeded by anasarca, 
in a chiid four years of age, found the effects 
of pericarditis after death, 
he debate was adjourned. 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, December 14, 1839. 


Mr. C, Aston Key, the Senior Surgeon 
of Guy’s Hospital, and one of the gentlemen 
who, as he himself states, “ look forward, in 
“the present course of events, to become 


“ members of the Council,” has addressed a 
letter to Mr. ,on the New University, 
and the College of Surgeons,—or on “ the 
“ present extraordinary position in which the 
“ College is placed.” Mr. Key's expecta- 
tions, if nothing else, would command atten- 
tion, 

Non cuivis homini contingit adire Corinthum, 
and his preparation for the voyage,as well 
as his aspirations after the meretricious 
society of the place, identify him with its 
interests, and give his recriminatory letter 
and admissions an “importance which they 
could not otherwise claim, 

Mr. Key is quite serious; and he evi- 
dently considers that the College, or, more 
properly, the Council of Twenty-one—who 
usurp the place, power, privileges, property, 
and rights of the members—stand upon its 
last legs. He labours at a panegyric upon 
the policy of the self-elected corporators ; 
but, upon the brink of eternal extinction, we 
altogether fail to discover in their past 
career any justification of their existence, 
any acts of liberality, or any proofs of en- 


lightened policy, to relieve the oppression, 
narrowminded , and selfishness, which 
darken their history. But when the topics 
of Mr. Key's eulogy are scrutinised, it will 
be seen, that instead of doing the Council of 
Twenty-one credit, they confirm the principle 
which Lord Baruurst laid down, in very 
distinct terms, at the beginning of the last 
century. “ All corporations of men,” his 
lordship observed, in a letter published in 
Swift’s Correspondence, “ are perpetually 
* doing injustice to individuals. * * * 
* I have often reflected (from what cause it 
“ arises | know not), that though the majo- 
“ rity of a society are honest men, and would 
“act, separately, with some humanity, and 
“ according to the rules of morality, yet, con- 
“ junctively, they are hard-hearted, determined 
“ villains.” Of the painful accuracy of this 
description the medical corporations have 
presented remarkable examples. 

As dissolution approaches, the mind often 
reverts to the past; and the eye of the good 
man brightens as it travels over his early 
strugglesin the cause of righteousness—over 
the evils which he has prevented, the sacrifices 
he has made, the happiness he has conferred, 
the seeds of good which he has scattered in 
the past to flourish and ripen in the future. 
It would be curious, if corporations have the 
same tendency to review their career as 
they draw near their latter end, to know 
with what feelings the medical corporations 
look back upon the deformity of their daily 
lives. How heart-thrilling must be the 
retrospect as they pass the long procession 
of evil deeds and iniquitous by-laws, the 
wrongs they have inflicted upon teachers, 
the insults which they have offered to stu- 
dents, the good they have prevented, the 
obstacles which they have raised to the 
freedom and progress of science, the intense 
egotism with which they have watched over 
their own interests as individuals, the reck- 
lessness with which they have betrayed the 
interests of the profession and the public, 
the care with which they have extorted 
ticket-fees at the doors of the public 


charities, and the indifference with which 
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MISDEEDS OF THE COLLEGE COUNCIL. 
they have seen quackery flourish, and the 


445 
arrangements, while the “ respected names” 


profession trodden down by the Penny-Club-| to which he refers are appointed for life, are 
and-Tender Poor-Law Commissioners, the | irresponsible, do not always keep pace with 
sums which they have themselves appropri-| the progress of science, and never consult 


ated, and the shabbiness with which they 


the interest of the constituent members upon 


left the British Mepicat Association to bear} whose contributions the College subsists. 


all the expense of conducting the Poor-Law 
Inquiry before the Committee of the House 
of Commons. But why call up the spectres? 
Corporations know no compunctious visit- 
ings; they have no consciences; and, as they 
live infamously without shame, die ignomini- 
ously without remorse. 

Mr. Aston Key “ speaks an infinite deal 
of nothing” in his letter; and it will be no 
easy matter to find two grains of reason in 
the Guy Gratiano’s two bushels of chaff. 
We pass over all the unconscious prose 


“ Their examinations have been conducted 
“ with due regard to the education of its 
“ members, and with leniency to the candi- 
“ date.” Their examinations, Mr. Key, have 
been conducted with a special regard to the 
number of “ tickets,” for which the members 
have paid the Examiners and their relatives. 
The examinations have been no tests of surgi- 
cal proficiency, but mere pretences for the ex- 
tortion of £21 from each candidate, “ The 
“ Museum has been nobly preserved, ar- 
“ranged, and enriched, at the expense of 


which he wastes upon the University of|* the College.” This is the third step in 


London, The proceedings of the Brrrisu 
Mepicat Association, he tells Mr. 
“ bespeak so much partisanship and so much 
“ questionable feeling, that though I approve 
“ of many of the objects, 1 do not incline to 
“ enlist in theircorps.” What an irreparable 
loss to an Association which has, indeed, 
exhibited much “ partisanship,” but a par- 
tisanship that embraces the interests of the 
whole profession, and which is not without a 


feeling that must look very questionable toa 
gentleman who flatters public profligacy, and 
is not ashamed to declare that he expects to 
sit in the Council of renegado reformers, 
usurpers, oppressors, and traitors—men who 
have betrayed the interests, or spurned the 
councils, of thousands of British surgeons! 
Questionable feeling, indeed ! 

“ The Council and Examiners, it must be 
“ admitted by all,” Mr. Key remarks, “ con- 
“tain some of the most respected names; 
“ and if one or two members of lower preten- 
“ sion have been occasionally admitted among 
“ them, they form the exception to the rule.” 
The list of the College Council will be found 
to contain a majority of “members of low 
pretensions ;” and Mr, Key will do well to 
remember, that a great number of surgeons 
of the highest pretensions are expressly ex- 


the climax, and here Mr. Key surpasses 
himself in audacity of assertion, The Hun- 
terian collection was ignobly left by the 
College in Leicester-square until 1806, when 
it was removed to Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, where 
it remained buried in the store-rooms of a 
dwelling-house until 1813, although Parlia- 
ment had voted £15,000 in 1806, and 
£12,500 in 1810, 
Museum, and the College had bound itself 


towards building the 


to complete the plans in three years. The 
Museum was opened in 1813, but the col- 
lection was badly arranged; scarcely any 
additions were made to it, and the whole 
was falling to decay, when the Council was 
driven, by the public press and the parlia- 
mentary inquiry, to expend, in building, the 
funds which they no longer hoped to retain 
for other purposes, In the meantime, a 
leading member of the Council of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons—Sir Everarp Howe— 
burnt Joun Hunter’s descriptive catalogue, 
which had been purchased by the Govern- 
ment, been bequeathed to posterity, and been 
committed to the custody of the College. 
The literary felon published many of the re- 
searches as his own; but was neither ex- 
cluded from the Council, nor publicly cen- 
sured by his Fellows; but died a trustee of 


cluded from the Council under the present 


the Museum which he had so flagitiously 
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mutilated. “The Museum has been nobly 
preserved at the expense of the College ;’—at 
the expense of the members of the College, 
he it remembered, who were never consulted 
by the self-elected twenty-one upon the sub- 
ject, and never had submitted to them the 
estimates, or the accounts, of the enormous 
expenditare. The “ twenty-one ” originally 
contributed £21 each to the College funds, 
amounting to £431; they receive annually more 
than £10,000 for diplomas, besides the divi- 
dends of funded property, &c., making a net 
annual income, in 1833, of £14,270; and 
they expend the greater part of it “ nobly,” 
generously, without troubling the members 
even with the pleasure of auditing the ac- 
counts, calculating Examiners’ fees, or add- 
ing up dinner bills! To proceed with the 
panegyric. “ Lectures have been instituted, 
“and its legislative measures have been, 
*< with few exceptions, such as tend to up- 
“ hold its character as a scientific body.” Its 
legislative measures have been, with few 
exceptions, such as would disgrace a trading 
company ; witness the monopolies which it 
has sustained for so many years, and its 
recent mean regulation, excluding the com- 
petition of foreign schools, teachers, and 
hospitals, although English students are 
treated with great liberality on the Continent, 
and frequently obtain the places of house- 
surgeons in the Paris Hospitals, by open 
competition. 
“ Through ill and good (!) report, they 
“have endeavoured to discharge their duty, 
“according to their charter and their laws ; 
“and yet, can it be said that the Col- 
“lege is popular with the profession?” The 
same query might be put respecting the 
“ Forty Thieves ;” that fraternity discharged 
their duty most rigidly, according to a char- 
ter, and their own by-laws of honour; but 
the charter and laws differed so much from 
the laws of society and of equity, that the 
“Forty” were exceedingly unpopular among 
travellers. 


MR. KEY’S PORTRAIT OF THE COUNCIL, 


the members, now slides into truth, and calls 
for no commentary :— 


“The members, it is true, seek to obtain 
its diploma, because, without it, some public 
appointments cannot be held ; and, til! lately, 
no other chartered body has had the power 
of conducting surgical examinations. 
degree of popularity that it does enjoy, is 
owing to the individual weight of one or 
two Examiners, and not to the whole, as a 
body. Is it popular with the country? 
The answer is, that a petition to parlia- 
ment for such powers as had been granted 
to the Apothecaries’ Company was made, 
and refused; and the profession saw, in 
silence, the failure of the application. On 
occasions when the proceedings of the Col- 
lege have been assailed without regard to 
truth, and misrepresented and distorted, to 
serve party purposes, not a voice has been 
raised in its defence. The Royal College 
of Surgeons is, sometimes, pledged as a 
toast at a public dinner, but more as a mat- 
ter of form, than of feeling ; and then, some- 
thing cold is said by way of compliment, 
and something as cold replied by a member 
of council, as the expression of thanks for 
the honour conferred ; its prosperity excites 
in its members no feeling of pride, as its 
degradation would none of sympathy. 

“Why is the College, with its talent, re- 
spectability, and great resources, regarded 
by the profession with so cold, so jealous 
an eye? It is, because the members have no 
community of feeling with the College. 
The student, when he becomes a member, on 
receiving his diploma, and leaves the door of 
the building, feels that he has no closer 
connection with it than before his name was 
enrolled. He asks himself, and asks in vain, 
what advantage he derives from the fee that 
he has paid, and from the severe self-im- 
posed examination he has undergone. His 
hopes, and fears, once centred in the College, 
end with his examination. In truth, he can 
hardly be said to have any connection with 
the College. If he chance to live in Lon- 
don, he may hear, if he please, an occasional 
lecture, and may have access to the library 
—advantages that his former school of me- 
dicine still continue to afford him, It is no 
Alma Mater to him. He may long for its 
honours, but they are beyond his grasp; he 
feels that no industry, no exertion of talent, 
can place them within his reach. As he 
advances in life, he sees his former fellow- 
student, possessing half his industry, talent, 
and knowledge, called to the council of the 
College, from which he is excluded, and 
raised to the rank of Examiner, which he 
never can attain. He has no voice in the 
election of the Council, much less in its 
measures; he feels himself a cypher, if net 
an alien, and that he is so regarded by the 


Mr. Key’s portraiture of the Council of College. Surely, there is nothing in this 


Twenty-one, and of their bearing towards 


system to attract, but every thing to alienate 
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from the Colleg: tse affectiois of its mem- 
bers.” 


“ Besides, all these small acts of legisla- 
tion, as expediency may drive, cannot have 
a lasting good effect : they have the semblance 
of liberality, but not the substance. The 
surgeon and the student still remember that 
they are excluded from the honours of the 
College, and, forgetting the boon, think only 
of what is withheld from them.” 

Mr. Key goes on to say, that to meet the 
coming difficulty the College has three 
modes of proceeding; they may apply to 
Parliament to strengthen their powers and 
to make the examination compulsory ; or they 
may wait the tide of events; or they may 
adopt a third course, which he thus lays 
down :— 

“A third course, by which alone its 

strength can be permanently increased, is to 
rest its claim for support on the attachment 
and esteem of its own members. This can 
only be done by allowing to each member a 
vote in election of the members of Council. 
Such a measure would make the College 
what it has not yet been—a representation 
of the whole body of surgeons, instead of 
being, as it now is, a small self-elected sec- 
tion, taking into its own hands the manage- 
ment of its internal concerns, and the legis- 
lation for the whole of the profession. The 
Council and the members would form one 
powerful body, acting in unison, for the 
common good ; the feelings of the members, 
now diverted from the College, would be 
concentrated towards it. They would join 
in measures for its advancement, and in de- 
fending it against attacks, which, if made, 
would then be few and feeble ; honourable 
ambition would be encouraged ; and those 
who work for the profession would replace 
those who do nothing for science.” 


Mr. Aston Key then combats objections to 
the just line of policy, which he has pla- 
giarised from Medical Reformers, and now 
recommends in his letter with as much 
naireté as if the idea were new, and entirely 
original! One of the objections is altogether 
curious. We shall cite his words,—as the 
writers of fashionable novels use “ my lady’s 
prattle filtered through her woman,”—from a 
suspicion that Mr. Key betrays the lurking 
motives of the heads of the College,—who 
would be ashamed to acknowledge the 
weakness with which they are impeached. 
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of a certain Journal, who has always shown 
himself hostile to the conduct of the Council, 
would be elected, would subvert all rule and 
order, and would sacrifice the interests of the 
College at the shrine of popularity”!!! Mr. 
Key then “ comforts” the fainting College 
with such “ flowers” as the following 
“< His known utilitarian principles would at 
“ once prompt him to decline the honour, and 
“to release the CoLLecre FROM THE TERROR 
or wis presence!!! In order effectually 
“to prevent any really objectionable member 
* being elected, the College might retain @ 
“ velo, that would act as a check on the elec- 
“ tors, even though it should not require to 
* be exercised !” 

Itis not necessary to say towhom the writer 
points in the periphrasis—* the Editor of a 
certain Journal,”—nor what would be his 
conduct in the conjuncture referred to, The 
constituents of the College might, it would 
seem, elect any other member of the profes- 
sion; but Mr. Key thinks that, to exclude 
this individual, an express veto should be 
held by the present Council! It is quite 
clear, that he must be a very active person ; 
the members of the College are to be de- 
prived, at any rate, of his official services, 
Upon inguiry it will probably be found that 
he is one who has never done anything for 
his brethren; never contributed, in any de- 
gree, to the diffusion of medical information, 
the progress of education, or the present im- 
proved state of the profession; never la- 
boured in the cause of Medical Reform, and 
endured the shafts of unjust calumny; has 
suffered nothing, sacrificed nothing, to ensure 
the victory over powerful and unscrupulous 
bands, who have careered inthe pride and tri- 
umph of place. His public exertions will 
have been but the effervescence of youth, and 
not the settled purpose of a/ife. He will be 
found to have betrayed the cloven foot of per- 
sonal interest, and to have changed his princi- 
ples at the bidding of corruption ; his opinions 
will have vacillated, or have proved errone- 
ous, by the progress of reason and time, 
Of the public councils—councils of less 


“It might also be objected, that the Editor 


eminence than the council of the College of 
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Surgeons—he will have shown himself an/ 


impracticable member, incapable of thinking, 
reasoning, and acting, with other men; and 
his efforts will never have met with the ap- 
probation of his brethren. If this be the 
true face of the medal, the reto is unneces- 
sary, Mr. Key. If the reverse,your refo will 
be derisively useless. 

Mr. Key is one of the most magnanimous 
Reformers that we ever hope to encounter. 
He has evidently always belonged to the 
tribe of Horace’s friends, who think the 
middle the safest side, and, therefore, the best, 
most just, and most honourable. At this 
late, hour of the day he enters the field per- 
fumed, and is quite willing to throw the 
Horsrvrs, and the other blood-stained war- 
riors, to the dogs, for the satisfaction of all 
parties, provided every thing can be ar- 
ranged by amicable treaty, and Mr. C. 
Aston Key be placed upon the front ranks, 


KNOX’'S REVOLVING BEDSTEAD, 


An ingenious and usefal article of furni- 


REVIEW OF LIEBIG’S CHEMISTRY. 


unhandled by the nurse, and as y 
facilitates the changes of the bed and body- 
linen. The value of this contrivance has 
been repeatedly tested at St. Thomas’s Hos- 
pital; in some cases prolonging life, in others 
relieving acute pains, and leading to a per- 
manent cure. Atthe Westminster Hospital, 
in the case of a female patient who had gone 
two years unexamined, the long-desired 
inspection on this bed was at once advan- 
tageously procured. In private houses its 
use is yet oftener needed, removing, on such 
occasions, a great weight of doubt and 
undue responsibility from the mind and 
acts of the surgeon, Our advertising co- 
lumns have already presented ample de- 
scriptions and engravings of this bedstead, 
and we need, therefore, give no account here 
of the apparatus by which its rotation is 
effected. 


Instructions for the Chemical Analysis of 
Organic Bodies, By Justus Lientc, Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry in the University of 
Giessen, Translated from the German, by 
W. Grecory, M.D., &c. Griffin: 1839, 
Tuts little treatise constitutes the first of 

a series, entitled Griffin's Scientific Miscel- 

lany, for which we are indebted to an eoter- 

prising bookseller of Glasgow, who now 
devotes his time to the sale of apparatus 
and books connected with chemistry, The 


ture has been presented to public notice, 
under the above name, by Mr. W. P. Knox, 
upholsterer, of Jermyn-street, St. James’s. 
Itis constructed in order to facilitate the 
examination and treatment of patients whom 
the ordinary bedstead does not permit to be 
efficiently inspected. The revolving bed- 
stead (fitted with every appurtenance) 
allows all parts of the body and limbs to be 
exposed to view, without pain or inconveni- 
ence to the afflicted person. All! our hospi- 
tals, at times, present cases in which the 
progressive characters of spinal diseases 


and diseases of the hip-joint, for instance, | 


are not perfectly ascertained, simply from 
want of the means of a visual and manual 
imspection of the affected divisions. 


careful study of this work will enable the 


‘student not only to make analyses, but also 
‘to form his own apparatus, as the directions 


are of the simplest kind, and are accompa- 
nied by a great number of well-executed 
wood-eogravings, illustrative of the minutest 
processes in the preparation of tubes, &c. 
We consider the value of sucha work, to 
medical students, is becoming enhanced 
every day since the processes for the analyses 
of organic substances have been so much 
simplified by Professor Liebig, that the 
ultimate elements of an animal or a vegetable 
| substance may be determined in the course 
| of twohours, Organic analysis may therefore 


The be considered the simplest, and certainly 


trouble, the pain, and the injury attending the most accurate, method of ascertaining 


changes of posture in such cases, offer ob- 


stacles to the cure, which a good revolving 
bedstead would enable the medical attend- 


ant at once to surmount, and humanity, 
therefore, requires that these institutions | 
should no longer want this valuable adjunct | 
to their appointments. The bedstead of Mr. | 
Knox allows every portion of the surface of 
the body to be examined by the eye and 
hand ; and, moreover, permits the patient to 
be placed in any position that is desired, in 
order to facilitate treatment or procure ease, 


the nature of a substance of vegetable or 
animal origin. The student will find this 
treatise an excellent auxiliary in the prose- 


_cution of his chemical studies, 


The importance of practical chemistry is 
becoming every day more and more apparent 
to all who have entered upon the study of 
medicine. Itis not enough for a medical 
student, like the spectator in a show-box, to 
gaze at wonderful experiments, to listen to 
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astonishing tales of properties and things; 
but in the present day, when cwi bono is so 
judiciously applied to every employment, it 
is absolutely necessary that he should touch, 
taste, and handle all those important sub- 
stances whose qualities and organization his 
future life is destined to study and treat. 
With such impressions, and acquainted, as 


we intimately are, with the value of time to. 


medical students, it was, with no common 
feeling of astouishment that we perused the 
observations of the chemical examiver of 
the London University, in opposition to the 
mode of teaching the elements of practical 
chemistry introduced by that body among 
the acquirements of the medical student. 
“ There is a philosophy, and I might almost 
say, a trade of chemistry,” observes this 
functionary. ‘“ The philosophy of chemistry 
is a high branch of philosophy, and well 
worthy of forming a constituent part of a 
system of liberal education. It trains the 
mind to observe with accuracy,and not only 
to accumulate facts, but to compare and 
arrange them with judgment. In the results 
of its analysis, confirmed by synthesis, it 
exhibits a method of arriving at positive 
conclusions, not inferior to mathematical 
demonstrations.” We quite agree with 
these observations, with one important ad- 
dition, viz., that this philosophy is the 
result of practice, and is only then valuable ; 
it constitutes trne inductive philosophy, but, 
like nobility, is only worthy when it has 
been elevated by action. To the philosophy 
of the examiner, we may apply the remarks 
of George Dandin:—“ De soi est bonne, 
c’est une chose considerable assurement, mais 
elle est accompagnée de tant de mauvaises 
circonstances, qu'il est trés bon de ne 
point frotter.”” Again, he goes on to say,“ I 
repeat, the philosophy of chemistry may be 
learned, without the actual practice of its 
arts, and most assuredly its arts may be 
practised without its philosophy.” Observe 
the specious may in this address to medical 
students, as if they might study the philo- 
sophy without the preamble of the practice. 
We repeat, that the philosophy is only of 
importance to the medical student as an 
induction from the practice ; practice is the 
school for the inductive philosopher ; place 
certain materials in the bands of the student, 
with certain directions, so as to make him 
think, and you develope the philosophy of 
chemistry, We distinctly object, therefore, 


to the aristocratic view taken of the subject 
by the examiner. He wishes to limit the 
practice of chemistry to the original inves- 
tigator, to the teacher, manufacturer, and 
analyst. Wesay, beware of such dangerous 
instructors as the examiner. He would 
keep up the old cry of difficulty and mono- 
poly, and would paint with “ giant hand” 
the obstacles at the outset of every study. 
Instead of conducting you to the sweet- 
scented flowers which regale you on your 
way, he points out to you the asperities of 
the road, which, to the philosopher, are but 
delightful sources of instruction ; he directs 
your eye to a mass of impending rock, 
which he advises you not to approach, lest 
it should fall and crush you, instead of 
charming you with the intelligence that the 
examination of that stony mass will open to 
you exquisite sources of enjoyment, and 
will constitute a step to that inductive phi- 
losophy, which, if genuine, and properly 
founded, can alone be derived from such a 
solid basis. 

Every man, we admit, has a right to ex- 
press his own sentiments ; but when one 
man insinuates dishonest motives against 
another, we question that right. “ There is 
an old adage,” continues the examiner, 
“ which very truly says, that practice makes 
perfect, but there is some confusion—/et us 
hope no deception—in the use of the terms 
‘ practice’ and ‘ practical,’ as now applied 
to chemistry. Let us have recourse to a 
definition—let us look to our dictionaries, 
Johnson informs us that practice is * the 
habit of doing a thing,’ or ‘ dexterity ac- 
quired by habit.” Richardsoa says, that to 
practise is ‘ to do continually or habitually,’ 
and the common acceptation of the term 
certainly implies not the once or twice doing 
a thing, but a frequent repetition of doing 
during a considerable space of time; but the 
practice of anatomy is enforced upon medi- 
cal students by certificates of daily dissec- 
tions during a period of 15 months at least, 
the practice of pharmacy, by an apprentice- 
ship of years; but there are some of no 
mean authority, gentlemen who wil! profess 
to teach you practice of chemistry, that is, 
to perform all its operations in some 30 
hours; they will communicate to you the 
habit of working in tube chemistry in one 
hour; they will superintend your Jabours 
while you continually employ yourselves in 
making thermometers during a second hour; 
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while, in a third hour, you will be directed to 
devote yourselves ‘ habitually’ to the mani- 
pulation of gases.”—Times, 15 Oct.) If we 
could have imagined that the examiner were 
indulging in a joke, the preceding observa- 
tions might have been passed over as a con- 
temptible effort at silly trifing ; but coming, 
as they do, with all gravity, from a Pro- 
fessor’s chair, we can view them in no other 
light than as an instance of extravagant 
senility. If, in our studies, we were to pin 
our acquisitions to the definitions of Johnson 
and Richardson, we doubt whether we 
should not be found wanting. Does the 
examiner, with all his ‘ small talk’ about 
philosophy, believe that he makes all his 
students philosophers by the emission of his 
magniloquent harangues? Does he pretend 
to do more than direct them in the proper 
path by which that knowledge may be at- 
tained? He must know, as well as every 
teacher, that lecturing is merely an auxiliary 
to the acquisition of a science, and that it is 
by private study and reflection that the true 
snowledge is to be ingrained, as it were, on 
the mind. It is ungenerous, therefore, to 
attack a contemporary, who has done more 
for practical chemistry than any other indi- 
vidual in London, and ascribe, by inuendo, 
deceptive motives to his endeavours to place 
students upon the same basis with respect 
to practical chemistry as they had previously 
occupied in reference to the theory or philo- 
sophy of chemistry. We have before usa 
prospectus of the practical course of che- 
mistry, taught by the Professor at University 
College, in which we find specified, among 
the first subjects of instraction, “* Construc- 
tion of tube apparatus.” “ Construction of a 
mercurial thermometer,” from which it is 
obvious against whom the attack of the 
examiner is directed. Now, to take him up 
on his own ground—on his Johnsonian defi- 
nition, How is an individual to acquirethe 
“habit” of doing anything? Is it not by 
instruction? How can he learn to con- 
struct tube apparatus? An hour's mani. 
pulation will certainly enable him to acquire 
the principles of the method. What better 
plan, then, we ask, can there be of under- 
standing the nature of a thermometer, than 
by constructing the instrument with one’s 
own hands? Having been taught the mani- 
pulation, he can readily acquire the ‘ habit,’ 
if he pleases, and in an hour, we confi- 
dently aflirm, the first desideratum may be 


acquired. We extract from the prospectug 
alluded to some of the other items which the 
students are taught. “Construction and mode 
of using the voltaic battery with Henry’s 
coil to give shocks,” “use of the clectric 
machine,” “of the pneumatic trough and 
gasholder,” “ use of the mouth blow- 
pipe,” use of the air pump;” six 
lessons are devoted to “ pneumatic che- 
mistry, including the preparation of the 
gases collected over water—oxygen, hydro. 
gen, protoxide, and deutoxide of nitrogen, 
carbonic acid, carbonic oxide, processes of 
eudiometry; five lessons are devoted to 
organic analysis, examination of sugar, al- 
cohol and ethers, organic substances, urinary 
calculi, &c. 

After this statement, we refer to the good 
sense of our readers whether the following 
observations are just, true, or worthy of a 
teacher of chemistry :—* Dexterity acquired 
from this evanescent, this infinitessimal 
source, may be communicated to 30 or 40 
students at once. Like soldiers, they may 
be drilled in ranks, and go through their 
manual exercise under the lead of a fugle- 
man. The parallel, indeed, is exact—the 
soldiers are, in fact, practical chemists of 
the modern fashion, At the word of com- 
mand they put a powder, previously pre- 
pared and weighed for them, into their 
tubes; at another word they exalt the 
latent aflinities by the caloric evolved by 
friction, and the sensible phenomena which 
they observe are a flash, a report, and a 
sulphurous smell,” It is readily understood 
that the military figures are derived from 
the examiner’s association with Addiscombe, 
where, we understand, he acts as showman 
to the East India Company’s raw lads. 
But such an association is no excuse for the 
uncandid colouring given to the method 
now practised, of conveying to medical stu- 
dents the outlines of practical chemistry. 
The examiner is sensible of his false state- 
ment, and to demonstrate that he teaches 
chemistry on the principles of theology and 
the established church, he quotes scripture— 
“With gold and much treasure would I 
purchase the faculty of inspiring dexterity, 
for I have it not”—thus wisely imitating the 
practice set forth in the story of Death and 
Dr. Hornbrook :— 


“ A rousing whid at times, to vend, 
And nail’t wi’ Scripture.” 
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Illustrations of Cutaneous Disease ; a Series 
of Delineations of the Affections of the Skin, 


Robert Wits, M.D. Fasciculi1 to 8. 

Bailliere: Loudon, 1839. 

As the diagnosis of diseases of the skin 
depends, in a great measure, on the external 
and visible character of the affection, it fol- 
lows, that they admit of being usefully illus- 
trated by coloured drawings, in a greater 
degree than any other ailment to which the 
human frame is subjected. 

We already possess several series of draw- 
ings (some excellent, the greater part exe- 
crable) of cutaneous diseases; but those 
which are sufficiently well executed to be of 
any value to the practitioner are, at the same 
time, placed almost beyond his reach by 
their costly price. We, therefore, feel much 
indebted to Dr. Willis for having under- 
taken his present task. The student of 
medicine can now obtain, at a very moderate 
price indeed, a complete series of coloured 
drawings, illustrative of the most ordinary 
forms of cutaneous affections; we, there- 
fore, cordially recommend Dr, Willis’s work 
tohis attention. Other plates there may be, 
perhaps, which are more elegantly drawn 
and more highly finished, but we readily 
conceive that Dr, Willis could pot have 
rendered his plates more perfect, without 
diminishing their utility by lessening their 
chauce of extensive circulation. The plates 
are sufficiently well executed for every 
practical purpose, and this, ina cheap work, 
is all that can fairly be expected from the 
author. To each series of plates Dr. Willis 
has appended a concise and clear account of 
the disease which is the subject of illustra- 
tion, It is unnecessary for us to say that 
the translator of Rayer has executed this 
portion of his task in a competent manner. 
Practitioners of medicine and students 
should hasten to avail themselves of the 
information thus seasonably offered by Dr. 
Willis, and add this useful production to 
their catalogue of standard works. 


A Treatise on the Diseases of Infants, §c. 
By C. M. Bittarp, Translated from the 
Third French Edition; with an Appendix, 
By James Stewart, M.D. London, 1839. 
Churchill. 8vo, pp. 620, 

Havine bestowed a lengthened notice on 
the original French edition of M. Billard’s 


work on the diseases of infants, it is only 
necessary for us to repeat, ina general way, 

our commendation of that excellent treatise, 
We, therefore, recommend the present trans- 
lation, by Dr. Stewart, to the notice of our 
readers. The translation is executed in a 
manner which is very creditable to the lite- 
rary talents of the author, In an appendix, 
extending to 70 pages, Dr. Stewart fur- 
nishes additional information on several 
points which had been imperfectly noticed 
by Billard, and concludes with a well-se- 
lected list of formule. This latter portion, 
however, might have been rendered more 
useful, if the translator had given the for- 
mula of all the remedial applications which 
are mentioned in the body of the work. 


LEGAL MEDICINE.—POISONING 
WITH ARSENIC. 


Ove of the most interesting medico-legal 
investigations with which we are acquainted 
has been recently held at Paris, in a case of 
poisoning with arsenic. The application of 
a profound knowledge of medical science to 
the detection of crime is triumphantly illus- 
trated in the following details, which we ex- 
tract from the Journal des Debats, December 
2ud, 1839. 

Lours Mercier, the father of several chil- 
dren, one of whom was of weak intellect, 
espoused a second wife, named Mary Cham- 
belland. The latter was very frequently 
heard to express her disgust at being com- 
pelled to live under the same roof with the 
idiot boy, whose habits were extremely un- 
clean and revolting. On one occasion the 
father was heard to say, in reply to some re- 
criminations on the part of his wife, * Never 
mind, it will soon be over.” On the 13th of 
December last, Mercier purchased an ounce 
of arsenic at an apothecary’s shop. On the 
15th, bisson Nicholas was seized with vomit- 
ing; this continued for several days, and the 
boy expired on the 22nd. No medical aid 
was demanded; the child was attended by 
his father and stepmother alone ; none of the 
matters vomited up were recovered. 

At the trial of the father, which took place 
in November last, at the local assizes, the 
following documents were read by the At- 
torney General :— 

1. A report from the medical men who had 
been ordered to exhume the body fourteen 
days after death. They discovered acute 
inflammation, with ulceration in the intestinal 
canal, and concluded that the deceased, 
Nicholas Mercier, had been destroyed by 
some irritant poison. 


2. A report from MM, Séne, Pagen, and 


| 
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Fleurat, chemists, who had carefully exa- 
mined the intestinal canal of Mercier with- 
out finding the least trace of any poisonous 
substance. 

3. A medico-legal consultation from MM. 
Orfila, Devergie, and Ollivier, showing that 
the experiments of MM, Séne, Xc., had not 
been pushed far enough, and requesting that 
the body might be sent to Paris for further 
examination. 

4, A report from MM. Orfila, \c., showing 
that a certain quantity of arsenic had been 
extracted from the liver and members of 
Nicolas Mercier. 

5. Two reports from MM. Orfila, Devergie, 
and Leseur; and from MM. Pagen, Séne, 
and Fleurat, showing that no arsenic was 
contained in the ground where the body of 
young Mercier had been buried. 


After the reading of these reports, MM. 


Orfila declared his opinion that Nicholas | 
Mercier had died from poison, and in support | 


of his opinion stated, at length, the following 
reasons :— 

1. Up to January last, chemists were in 
the habit of merely examining the matter 
vomited, those found in the intestines and 
the intestinal canal itself; if they discovered 
the presence of arsenic, and if the morbid 
appearances, Xc., corresponded, then they 
concluded the case to be one of poisoning ; 
on the contrary, if they did not find arsenic 
in the intestinal canal, they simply stated 
that no poisonous substance was discovered ; 
and, sometimes, when the symptoms and 
morbid appearances were not in accordance 
with the idea of poisoning, they spoke very 
doubtingly of its occurrence or possibility. 
By the publication of M. Ortila’s memoir 
on arsenic, it has been shown that arsenic 
may be found in the organic tissue, particu- 
larly in the liver of persons poisoned with 
that metal, even when no trace of it can be 
discovered in the digestive canal. M. Or- 
fila’s first experiments were confined to dogs, 
but he had soon opportunities of confirming 
his opinion by experiments on the human 
subject. Considerable quantities were found 
in the flesh and viscera of Soufilard, who 
poisoned himself with arsenic while on his 
trial for murder. M. Lorrin poisoned him- 
self with arsenic, and numerous traces were 
found in his liver. Hence it is well esta- 
blished, that in case of poisoning with arsenic 
the metal is absorbed, and may be discovered 
in the tissues, while, by the same processes, 
not a particle of arsenic can be discovered 
in the same tissues if the person have not 
taken any arsenical preparation. 


2. M. Ortila does not admit, with those 
physicians who examined the body of Mer- 
cier, that the symptoms and morbid appear- 
ances, taken together, are sufficient to prove 
that the deceased met with his death from 
poison ; for it is a rule in medical jurispru- 
dence, that such a conclusion should never 


be drawn unless the poison has been actually 
demonstrated by chemical means. 

With respect to the report of MM, Séne, 
&e., and the non-discovery of arsenic in 
the intestinal canal, M. Orfila thinks that 
the latter named chemists are not to blame, 
because the method of experimentation which 
he cag Orfila) adopts had not been published 
at the time of their report. 

3. The experiments performed by MM. 
Ortila, Devergie, &c., demonstrated that the 
body of Mercier contained arsenic in addition 
to that which is naturally found in the haman 
body. A certain quantity of the metal was 
obtained from the liver, limbs, and the putrid 
fluid of the barrel in which the body was 
forwarded to Paris. M. Orfila presented 
this metallic arsenic to the jury on a number 
of porcelaine plates, and with it some arsenic 
extracted from the carcas of a dog poisoned 
with arsenious acid. It might, perhaps, be 
objected, that as the body of the deceased 
had lain for four months in the ground, some 
arsenic might have been generated by decom- 
position; to clear up this point two bodies 
were exhumed and analised, but not a trace 
| of arsenic was discovered in them, 

4. M. Ortfila answered, by anticipation, 
objections which might be offered to the pre- 
| ceding observations.—1. The tests might 
‘have contained arsenic ;—they neither did, 
| nor could they have contained a grain of this 

metal.—2. If the body contain naturally 
some arsenic, how can it be decided that that 
found in the body of Mercier was not part of 
the natural arsenic? In the normal state, 
when the liver is treated with nitric acid, it 
never furnishes arsenic, but the liver of Mer- 
cier did.—3. But, perhaps, the earth of the 
| burying ground contained some arsenic, which 
have passed into the body by imbibition. 
At four ditferent times several pounds of the 
earth, which surrounded the bedy, were ana- 
lysed, and on one occasion only was a very 
slight trace of arsenic discovered, and even 
here it was necessary to employ boiling sul- 
phuric acid. Besides, bodies buried in grave- 
yards, which contain a much greater quantity 
of arsenic than that of Villery sur-Tisle, do 
not contain arsenic. 

From these considerations, M. Orfila con- 
cluded that Nicholas Mercier died from 
poisoning with arsenic. 

M. Devergie having explained his reasons 
in a clear manner, expressed a similar opi- 
nion, 

On the part of the defence, M. Raspail was 
brought forward to combat the opinions of 
MM. Oriila and Devergie. From the im- 
perfect manner in which the remarks of M. 
Raspail are reported in the Journal des De- 
bats, we find some difficulty in exactly seis- 
ing the objections which he put forward. 
M. Raspail affirmed, that if the chemists who 
first examined Mercier’s body did not find 
any arsenic in the intestinal canal, it was 


because there really was no arsenic there, 
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The examination of the earth, surrounding 
the body, was imperfect. Instead of analys- 
ing a few pounds, the whole should have been 
analysed, The spots on the porcelain plate 
have, indeed, the appearance of arsenic, but 
nothing proves that they are, Several other 
substances will afford the same appearances. 
(Here the President interrupted M. Raspail 
to ask the name of such substances, but the 
latter refused to specify them.) 

M. Orfila now refuted the objections of M. 
Raspail, one by one, and concluded by saying, 
that “if M. Raspail could name a single 
body, other than arsenic, in w hich were as- 
sembled the four properties mentioned in the 
report, he would instantly tear his report in 
pieces and abandon his opinion.” 


brethren, rather than make it permanent, and 
extend it, permitted it to be abandoned al- 
together, as a speculation of private indivi- 
duals, where of course remunerating weekly 
payments would be required. The patients’ 
money never paid more than from one-third 
to one-fourth of the expenses annually in- 
curred (independently of the first outfit, 
&e.), though it was managed with the 
greatest economy, fidelity, and ability, by a 
very intelligent and excellent resident me- 
dical officer, who was accustomed to the 
arrangement, police, and management of 
hospitals. The surgeons and physicians of 
the institution received no emolument of any 
kind whatever; their services were per- 
fectly gratuitous, and no pupils were ad- 


To this M. Raspail replied, that certain 
volatile oils, mixed with a phosphate, give a | 
yellow precipitate, with the nitrate of silver, | 
similar to that of arsenic. M. Orfila denied 
this; besides, arsenic, when treated with 
nitric acid, gives a brick-red precipitate, and 
not a yellow one, as M. Raspail affirmed. 

After this scientific encounter, MM. Orfila, 
Devergie, Xc., were sent to examine, in pre- 
sence of M. Raspail, the nature of the spots 
supposed to be arsenical on the porcelain 
plate. This was done at the laboratory of 
the Academy, and on the following day M. 
Raspail was compelled, although reluctantly, 
to acknowledge that the spots were arsenical. 
The father of Nicholas Mercier was, there- 
fore, found guilty of having poisoned his son, 
and condemned to the galicys for twenty 
years. 


DR. MACLEOD’S ASYLUM OF HEALTH. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—Seeing, in the last number of Tue 
Lancer, a letter from Mr. Gray on the sub 
ject of sanatoriums and asylums for health, 
intimating that the Asylum for Health was 
not in active operation during its continu- 
ance, aud that at last it was worn out, 
either from want of means or patients, 1 
beg leave, as a subscriber to that institution 
for many years, to deny the truth of these 
inferences. To my knowledge, it was al- 
ways in very active operation, being almost 
constantly full, and patients often waiting 
for vacancies, At least one-third of those 
admitted were for great operations ; and as to 
means, the asylum was notin debt; on the 
contrary, it was the debate arising out of 
the subject of permanent repair and exten- 
sion, that ultimately led to closing it. The 
cause was not want of means, but lay with 
the medical officers, who, on mature experi- 
ence, found that the principle interfered with 
and injured the general practitioner and 
lower grades of the profession. Seeing 
that they, as honourable and honest men, 


mitted, The diet was very abundant, and 
of the very best quality, such as any private 
family, in good circumstances, would have, 
Four meals a day were allowed, regularly 
served, but the diet was increased by wine, 
&c., or diminished, according to the pre- 
scribing officers’ directions, No restrictions 
of any kind were placed on the medical 
officers, but the Board permitted any ex- 
peose that the prescribing officer thought 
conducive, however remotely, to the recovery 
of the sick. I must say that the institution 
was very useful to many of the middle and 
even upper classes of society, in-distressed 
circumstances ; but, from experience, I also 
know, and agree with you, that it would ua- 
questionably interfere with the general prac- 
titioner, and not unfrequenutly with the grades 
abere that class, however singular it may 
appear to the inexperienced in such matters, 
Should such a speculation be adopted by a 
private individual, it will be found that if 
the patients are well provided for, with 
every requisite, and day and night nurses, 
&e., a good airy and well furnished chamber, 
with not more than one or two beds in a 
room, and treated by first-rate surgeons and 
physicians, with a talented resident medical 
officer, the price to be charged weekly 
will be beyond what clerks can afford to pay 
(to give a remunerating price to the pro- 
jector), if the disease should require long 
treatment, or confinement to bed for six or 
twelve months. Such cases frequently pre- 
sent themselves, as also those of hypochon- 
driasis, &c, On the other hand, if more 
than the number of beds mentioned above be 
placed in a room, it will immediately as- 
sume a ward (and, consequently, a hospital) 
fashion. Such a place would instantly ac- 
quire the name of “ Hospital for Clerks,” or 
*Shopmen,” or “ Governesses,” &c., and 
would assuredly fail, as the great object of 
such institutions is to prevent men and wo- 
men of education, either being gentlemen or 
ladies themselves, or constantly associating 
with such, feeling that they were in any- 
thing approaching to an hospital. This pro- 
ject is, in fact, one of a series of steps which 


alive to the interests of their professional 
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independence of the people of this country. 
One of the uses of the new Poor-Law was 
said to be to raise the spirit of independence 
among the poor, and prevent them from ap- 
plying to charitable institutions on all occa- 
sions, The sanatorium would have the effect 
of doing away with the independence of at 
least the middle classes, and render them a 
sort of paupery. Therefore, Mr. Editor, 
your course was wise and just. Yours, Xc., 
An Supscriper. 


*,* Our correspondent gives two reasons 
for the wind-up of Dr. Macteop's concern. 
First, he says that the fatal result was caus- 
ed by the expensive question of “* permanent 
repair and extension ;” and, immediately 
afterwards, that tenderness for their profes- 
sional brethren induced the medical staff 
to abandon the asylum. But if means could 
have been procured to increase the injury 
by “ extending ” the cause, and “ making it 
permanent,” Roperick and his colleagues 
would have persisted in working the miis- 
chievous machine. Not aman in the pro- 
fession will give the parties credit fordesert- 
ing the child on any ground but the common 
excuse of mothers who bear illegitimate 
infants. The letter of our correspondent 
will pass for a quiz at Lisson-grove. Parts 
of it are very rich. The slang about 
grades” and “‘lower classes ”’ in the pro- 
fession, almost afford a clue to the writer. 
No wonder that the “ speculation of private 
individuals” would not afford a “ perma- 
pent” continuance of these luxuries to a 
parcel of strangers coming east, west, north, 
and south, to enjoy them, as invalids, in 
Lisson-grove. It is the Macteons of the 
profession who make a trade of medicine,— 
not always successfully. We could not pos- 
sibly have asked for a better show-up of 
sanatorium and asylum manufacturers, than 
is accidentally supplied in this letter. A 
very right feeling pervades some parts of it. 


DR. SCUDAMORE’S, 
DR. SHERRIFFS’, MR. PARTRIDGE’S, 
AND THE 
REV. MR. BURNES'’, 
LUNGS’ SANATORIUM. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet, 


Sir:—I am come again, as the man said 
to his debtor. I have been making inquiries 
respecting the parties who are altempting 
to palm off the ‘* Lung Hospital” on the 


public, and have learned something of the 
great consumption curer, Dr, Sherriffs, and 
one of his coadjutors, Mr. Burnes. Your 
readers must recollect that, a short time ago, 
complaints were transmitted to you of a 
Dr. Sherriffs having been placed over the 
heads of the oldest practitioners in Lincoln- 
shire, as surgeon to an union of twelve pa- 
rishes, at a salary of 200/. per annum, 
This is the identical man. Dr. Sherriffs com- 
menced as a lecturer on anatomy in Edin. 
burgh. In twelve months he had five pu- 
pils, but the lecturer, wanting success, 
at last quitted Edinburgh.**** He next ap- 
peared in Louth. As we ali know, beobtained 
the union, but, like his eccentric brothers, 
the comets, he bolted thence, also, pending 
the death of an old woman in the work- 
house, who was reported to have been neg- 
lected in her illness. He did not wait, f 
understand, to fulfil his contract with the 
guardians. 

Respecting Sir Charles Scudamore, I ob- 
serve, in the prospectus, that the Directors 
feel “ particularly gratified” that he has ac- 
cepted office, as he has had “ extraordinary 
success in the treatment of consumption.” 
This puff direct is sent to every house in 
St. Marylebone. We poor devils of general 
practitioners are not half up to snuff, Col- 
chicum wine and magnesia have served Sir 
Charles’ researches in gout. Why should 
they not also answer in consumption? 
What the deuce they want with a 
“ surgeon” for diseases of the lungs puzzles 
me, unless Mr. Partridge possesses facilities 
for taking out those organs,examining them, 
squeezing out the morbific tubercles, and 
replacing them in going order, like a clock- 
maker, for this is the age of invention, and 
Mr. Partridge is an extraordinary artist. 

The Rev. Mr. Burnes. ‘* Reverend” in- 
deed! Any coalheaver may tack ‘“ Re- 
vered” to his name. This gentleman has a 
small conventicle in Church street, Port- 
man-market; and in order to make both 
ends meet, he also looks after his hearers’ 
bowels. He comp ses pills as well as ser- 
mons, and recommends the former to purify 
the earthly tabernacle. One of his elders, 
also, trades a little in the same way, in an 
embrocation, the name of which I forget. A 
pretty lot Mr. Partridge has got amongst. 
Dr. Scudamore had better proclaim himself 
a quack at once, It would be more straight- 
forward, and the bulk of the profession 
would beable to distinguish hetween real 
diamonds and black ones, without soiling 
their hands in the search, or my taking all 
this trouble to make public the components of 
another quack-shop. Iam, Sir, your hum- 
ble servant, 


Joun Gray, Surgeon, 


7, Upper George-street, 
Bryanston-square, Nov. 26, 1839. 
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LETTER FROM DR. SHERRIFFS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin:—In the Number of Tue Lancer for 
Noy. 23rd, my name and professional cha- 
racter are both made the subjects of a 
most unwarrantable attack, by an _ indi- 
vidual designating himself as “John Gray, 
of No, 7, Upper George-street, Bryanston- 
square.” The article in which Mr. G,’s re- 


marks are found is entitled ** Sanatoriums, | 


Lisson-grove Asylums, and Dispensaries ;” 
and seems to have been composed with the 
intent to display the writer’s wit, such as it 
is, and also to gain a character with his 
readers for superlative shrewdness. Mr. 
John Gray is, very clearly, not one of those 
“silly” people—to use a complimentary ad- 
jective, which renders him frequent service 
—who are to be easily gulled into the sup- 
port of “ hypocritical schemes.” O, no! he 


John Gray’s surpassing wit, I shall only state, 
that every case under the medical care of 
this charity is visited daily when necessary ; 
that the good effects of the institution are 
already so far known and appreciated as to 
ensure a weekly increase of noblemen and 
| gentlemen in the list of its supporters; that 
| every person recommended to the care of this 
| institution is, when discharged, requested 
to call on the subscriber by whom the recom- 
; mendation was granted, and state what be- 
nefit and attendance has been received, in 
order that every subscriber may satisfy him- 
self by interrogating the patient, and also 
know when the case he has recommended is 
ott the list of patients, so that he may have 
the opportunity of recommending another 
case, I am, Sir, yours, most respectfully, 
Epwarp Bannerman Suerrirrs, 
| 33, Charlotte-street, Portland-place, 
Dec, 4th, 1839. 


walks abroad with his eyes open, and is| T}4— ORGAN or tut LOVE ov LIFE. 


neither to be duped himself, nor will he see | 
other good-natured people become dupes and — 
not have the generosity and spirit to tell) 
them of their weakness! With all Mr. John 
Gray’s singular penetration and other varied 
endowments, however, there is one virtue in | 
which he is most glaringly deficient ;—that 
of truth. “A new constellation,” says the 


witty Mr. Gray, “has left its sphere, and 
kindly come amongst us, in the form of a’ 


Dr. Sherrifls, to cure consumption in every 
case, as he declares that he can.” Now, a 
greater falsehood than that contained in this 
assertion of Mr. John Gray was never put in 
print. J never, in any form whaterer, put 
forth a pretension to “cure consumption in 
every case.” Mr. John Gray continues his 
veritable relations in the following strain :— 
“He intimates that he is the only physician 
in London who understands, and restricts his | 
attention to, consumption.” Another most 
palpable fulschood: I never gave any such 
intimation. 

With the general spirit of Mr. John Gray's 
epistle 1 shall not trouble myself further. 
From the tone of his attacks on that highly 
respectable and philanthropic nobleman, Lord 
Worsley, on Sir Charles Scudamore, and on 
other deserving persons, it is very evident 
that Mr. G, is utterly unpractised in the con- 
duct of gentlemen. For myself, I can only 
say, that whether “a glamour o’er his een,” 
or a “ glamour” o’er some other faculty, in- 
tercepts his perception of my collegiate cha-| 
racter, the records of the Edinburgh College 
of Surgeons, for five years, ending with 1835, 
will be found, I trust, to give some satisfac- 
tory account of me, 

Mr. John Gray’s uncharitable attack on | 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—In the communication on the “ love 
of life,” in your last week’s Number, an at- 
tempt appearsto be made to trace the causes 
of suicide to the development of a particu- 
lar organ of the brain. Now, Sir, to your 
ownand your readers good common sense,l 
would submit a few very brief remarks, 

I. Your correspondent notices not the 
ether organs of the brain, and regards only 
the sizeof this one, an organ by no means 
established, 

2. Though phrenology, as far as it goes, 
be on tolerably firm ground, yet it has not 
gone sufficiently far to furnish an explana- 
tion of many mental phenomena; this 
amorgst the rest. 

3. 1 would ask what predominent or de- 
ficient organs cause the remarkable sensa- 
tions experienced by most people on looking 
down froma height? Yet most people have no 
slight affection for this world. 

It appears to me that Mr. Mytche has at- 
tempted too much. Many cases could, 
doubtless, be traced to the deficiency of such 
an organ; but many more could be brought 
forward in which it would be unreasonable 
to assign such a cause. 

By iaserting this note, you will oblige a 
constant reader, B. 

London, December 4, 1839. 


APOTHECARIES’ HALL, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 
S:r:—I am certain that yon, as well as 


the “‘ London Dispensary for Diseases of the the profession at large, will be surprised 
Lungs,” calls, however, for some brief defence | when I inform you of the treatment which I 
of that institution by myself, as its physician.| have recently received at Apothecaries’ 
Without attempting the task of parrying Mr. | Hall. 
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Some few days ago, I was called to attend 
on a lady living close to the Hall, After 
having delivered her, hemorrhage came on 
to a most alarming extent. I immediately 
sent a messenger for a drachm of the secale 
cornutum, with my name written on the 
paper, and a shilling to pay for it. To my 
surprise, the messenger returned in haste to 
say that they, the Company of Apotheca- 
ries, were notin the habit of selling so small 
a quantity. 

To one of their own body they would not 
sell one drachm of the ergot of rye, perhaps 
to be the means of saving life! I have the 
honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Mepicat Practirioner. 

London, Nov. 1, 1839. 


REFLEX ACTIONS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirn:—In reply to Dr. Carpenter I trast I 
may be allowed to observe, that in a ques- 
tion of priority, the date of the delivery of a 
paper to the Royal Society is taken; and 
that the reading of a paper by such a Society 
is always held to be publication ; but if Dr. 
Carpenter thinks the matter of so little im- 
portance, why did he put in the claim him- 
self? 


I asserted, in my former notes, that not 
only was Mr. Barlow’s case the first as to 
publication, but that it was observed by him- 
self, and that expressly as an illustration of 
the reflex theory; and thisI repeat. Dr. 
Carpenter’s case was not, so far as I can 
judge, observed as an example of the reflex 
function, but found to afford such an ex- 
ample afterwards, I am, Sir, your’s obe- 
diently, 

Veritas. 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 

Sin:—I beg to call your attention to the 
very imperfect manner in which information 
is imparted to the student at the bedside of 
St. George’s Hospital. At most hospitals 
the name or nature of the disease, or acci- 
dent, is written on a card placed at the bed- 
head, so that the stadent may know the cha- 
racter of the case as soon as he arrives at 
the bedside; but at St. George’s Hospital 
there is nothing of the kind adopted, and the 
student at St. George’s is under such school- 
boy restrictions (particularly through the 
interference of the effeminate Mr. C, Haw- 
kins), that he is scarcely allowed to ask a 
patient a question ; indeed, if he speak toa 
female, he is immediately suspected of im- 
proper conduct, and is not allowed, unlessa 
dresser or a clinical clerk, to enter a ward, 
excepting at the tail of a ical officer or 


house-surgeon; so that he really has not 
time to investigate a case; rendering, in 
fact, attendance on the medical and surgical 
practice of St. George’s Hospital a waste of 
time and money. Hoping this evil will be 
speedily remedied, I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 
A Sropent or St, Georce’s. 

*,* Many students of this hospital com- 
plain that science here pays too much sacri- 
fice to the feminine goddess ‘‘Gentility,” 
and that the arts of the valet and the tonseur 
are better patronised than that of medicine 
at St. George’s Hospital. 


Mepicat Rerorm Meetine THE Nora. 
—With reference to a statement in Tue 
Lancet, of Nov. 23rd, at the conclusion of 
the report under this heading, page 337, Dr, 
Fife, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, informs us, 
“ As a member of the British Medical Pro- 
vincial Association, as a friend of Dr. Knott, 
as one who replied to his observations, but, 


| above all, on the score of trath and justice, 


that Dr. Knott expressly said that he would 
move no amendment, and that he would not 
divide the meeting.” 

*,* We are well pleased to learn from 
Dr. Fife, that Dr. Koott, of whose talents 
and liberal principles we have, more than 
once, heard favourable mention, did not 
propose a junction between the North of 
England and the Provincial Medical Asso- 
ciations, at the Newcastle meeting. We 
have, however, been assured, that a state- 
ment to this effect was contained in the re- 
port of the Newcastle Journal.—Ep. L. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Lover of Truth, Bristol, is requested to 
authenticate his communication, with his 
name and address, confidentially. The letter 
is filled with statements which shall be 
published, as they ought to be, if the autho- 
rity for making them prove to be good. 

In the few remarks which were made on 
the work of Mr. Abraham Banks, not a single 
personality occurs. His present letter, 
consisting of seven pages of closely-written 
manuscript, is filled with shameless insinua- 
tions, displaying the worst spirit on the 
part of the writer, and cannot be admitted 
into the columns of Tue Lancer. 

The communications of Mr. Robert Fox, 
Mr. A. Duke, Mr. Geo, Wilson, and Mr. 
Cowan, if possible, next week, 

If Mr. Curzon or Mr. Lean will forward 
an account of the mode of preparing the so- 
ution of opium, we should not consider it 


o be a quack medicine. 
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